
Loon Call 
2011

l it tle 
l a k e 

j o s e p h 
a s s o c iat i o n

Little Lake Joseph Association
Box 1268, Station “K”

Toronto, ON Canada M4P 3E5



~ 2 ~

Loon Call 2011
l it tle  l a k e  j o s e p h  a s s o c iat i o n

President’s Message
Dirk soutendijk

What a year 2010 was! 

Several weeks before the vote, we 
called those whose ballots had not 
yet been returned. When our Board 
finished urging our neighbours to 
vote, we took on the entire voter list 
of neighbouring Ward 5 and called 
all of these residents to urge them 
to vote.

We re-elected David Conn 
for a third term. He has a strong 
Council in place. Unlike most of 
the neighbouring Townships where 
incumbents were voted out, the 
re-election of David Conn and 
many incumbent councillors was 
gratifying and should help ensure 
that Seguin continues on an even 
keel for the next 4 years. 

Water quality was an important 
issue during the year. For several 
reasons, we had been taking our 
water samples to test for bacteria 
in mid-lake location rather than 
the near-shore locations as 
originally advocated by the MLA. 
In September, I was able to explain 
our rationale for mid-lake testing 
in detail to the MLA. Both the 
MLA leadership and the outside 
advisors present appeared to agree 
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with my reasoning. We shall see 
how our recommendations will be 
implemented when the MLA water 
testing program for 2011 comes out.

Early in 2010 our long time 
director, Cathy Orcutt, left our 
Board. We shall miss her cheerful 
demeanour and her outspoken 
opinions at our meetings but will, 
of course, continue to enjoy her 
company as a neighbour and a 
friend. That leaves us with a vacancy 
on the Board. Any volunteers 
should contact any one of us.

I want to thank and commend 
Paul Koenderman and his col-
leagues for doing such a wonder-
ful job on this issue. Each issue  
has been better than the previous 
one. They are truly talented. All  
expenses for this loon call are 
covered by Paul and his colleagues

Your Board has been active 
in the early part of 2011. We 
successfully opposed requests for 
significant variances in Deep Bay in 
January. We all look forward to an 
exciting year.

Much time was spent on the 
municipal election, which turned 
out great. A lot of work went into 
our water quality testing techniques, 
which were well received by the 
Muskoka Lakes Association (MLA) 
and could well result in changes 
in the way all Muskoka Lakes are 
tested going forward. A Shoreline 
Guide was sent out by the Township 
with little fan fare and this year 
we will need to consider what we 
might do to follow up on this.

We started work on the 
municipal election even before 
the year started. Ann MacDiarmid 
joined our Board of Directors the 
year before and quickly volunteered 
to lead our election efforts. The 
2010 Annual Meeting was devoted 
to hearing the candidates and 
resulted in the Board identifying 
those candidates who we believed 
had our best interests at heart. We 
then advised our neighbours of 
our conclusions and reminded all 
how the mail in ballot procedures 
worked. When the ballots went out 
in September, our Board made calls 
to Ward 4 and 6 residents to remind 
all of the importance of this election. 
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2010  PiCniC
By Dirk soutendijk

Seventy-five neighbours attended last 
year’s picnic on a beautiful Muskoka 
day, low humidity, bright sun and not 
too hot. All had a great time. 

Carl Dare and Jean have managed 
for so many years to host this event and 
provide us with such beautiful weather.

As always, Janna Tatham and her 
family orchestrated this picnic with 
daughter Janine painting children’s 
faces and, at the same time, training 
Emma Orcutt to take over this artistic job 
this year. Colin Tatham accomplished 
his usual dock drop to remind all 
neighbours of the upcoming picnic.

The picnic this year will be held on 
July 16 at the Dare property. While Carl 
will not be there, his granddaughter, 
Carla, and her husband, Scott, will 
be the hosts. Carl has guaranteed the 
weather will again be terrific. 

This is a unique opportunity to get 
reacquainted with your neighbours. 
We urge all neighbours on the Lake to 
come.

2011
LLJa Picnic

Date:  
Saturday July 16, 2011

Location:  
Dare Cottage

Start time:  
Noon
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2010  PiCniC
...continued from previous page
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At an annual Little lake Joseph 
Association meeting a couple of years 
ago our chairman asked the members 
to stand and introduce themselves 
and state the location of their cottage. 
A number of the group answered that 
they lived on Blair Point

That answer brought to mind some 
questions. How did Blair Point get its 
name, who were the Blairs and what 
became of them?

First some early history. Some 
time between 1870 and 1880, Edward 
Jean-Marie took possession of Lot 17 
Concession 1 Humphrey, now known 
as Blair Point and included the shoreline 
on the south side of Deep Bay. 

After the death of his first wife, 
Edward married a widow, Natisha 
Sykes, who had two girls and a boy. The 
boy Joseph later acquired the property 
to the south.

How Blair Point got its name
By Denis jean-Marie

Natisha produced four more 
children, one of whom was my father, 
Arthur, born in 1898. After Natisha’s 
death in the late 1920s, Edward, who 
didn’t care to cook or clean, hired a 
widow, Mrs Blair, to do these things for 
him. Her chores also included milking 
the cow, gathering eggs and weeding 
the garden. 

Edward’s family was all grown up 
and moved away so there were just 
the two of them for a while. One day, 
Mrs Blair said, “Ed, I have an unmarried 
daughter who needs work and a place 
to live. Could she come and stay with 
us?”

Thinking this might be extra help 
around the farm, he agreed. “We’ll make 
room.”

It turned out to be more than Edward 
had bargained for. Daughter Margret 
also had a two year old little girl, Joyce, 
who had the most beautiful red hair you 
will ever see.

When Edward died about 1933, 
he left the property and home to Mrs 
Blair’s granddaughter Joyce. What else 
could a compassionate and loving man 
do? The Blair women had no where else 
to live. Because Joyce was so young the 
estate was put in trust until she was 21 
years of age. 

Around 1950, hydro came to the 
west side of Little Lake Joe and along 
with the hydro came an electrician from 
Bala, Ed Colwill. After a short courtship, 
Ed and Margret were married. Ed soon 
took over the management of the estate 
and formed the Blair Point Subdivision, 
making Blair Point official. 

The three Blair women are long 
gone now and the lots are all sold but 
because Edward Jean-Marie couldn’t 
resist a pretty little redheaded girl, we 
have a beautiful piece of land called 
Blair Point.

2010  PiCniC
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Water Quality
By Dirk soutendijk

We have tested the water qual-
ity of Little Lake Joseph since 2002, 
under the direction of the Muskoka 
Lakes Association (MLA). Until 
2009, we followed the advice of the 
MLA to test for Total Bacteria (all 
bacteria resulting from plant and 
animal material) and E-coli (possi-
bly a harmful bacteria coming from 
animal/human waste)) at designat-
ed sites near the shores of our Lake.

We discovered that these near 
shore sites tend to yield vastly dif-
ferent results, in each case reflect-
ing the unique condition of the  
water at that site. For this reason, 
these tests did not yield results that 
could fairly be said to reflect the av-
erage water quality of the Lake. As a 
result, in 2009 we started testing for 
bacteria in mid-lake locations. As of 
last year and in spite of our advice 
to the contrary, all other lakes tested 

by the MLA were still being tested at 
predetermined near shore locations

Because our method of testing is 
different from that of other Lakes, 
valid comparisons are not all that 
easy. However, our best judgement 
is that our numbers for phosphor 
content are roughly average when 
compared to other lakes in the area 
and that seems reasonable given 
that so much of our water inflow 
comes from several large swamps. 
Regarding bacteria, our numbers 
for Total Bacteria are pretty aver-
age, but good, as is the case for most 
Muskoka Lakes. Our numbers for 
E-coli, potentially harmful bacteria, 
are very good, seemingly better than 
most other neighbouring lakes, and 
that is very gratifying.

I made a presentation to the 
MLA last fall and argued (1) that 
all lakes in the area should go to 

mid lake testing for bacteria and (2) 
that it makes no sense to test the 
same near shore areas year after 
year when the results are the same 
each year. That presentation was 
very well received and resulted in 
the following changes to the MLA 
water testing procedures: The 2010 
Water Quality Report by River stone 
Environmental Solutions, Inc. now 
recognizes that bacterial sampling 
can properly be conducted from  
deep water/mid-lake sites. More-
over, they recommend that near 
shore sites that have shown no 
change in bacteria level over the 
last 3 years be removed. For our 
Lake, they recommend that for 2011 
we retain one mid-lake bacteria 
sampling site and identify two 
new sites at near shore locations 
that are heavily populated. So, our 
comments have made a difference.

Denis Jean-Marie doing the water testing
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Water Quality

 Phosphorous Total Coliform Total E-coli

 level (rec max 100) (rec max 10) 

Little Lake Joe 7.1 13.6 1.3

Hamer Bay 3.8 13.6 3.4

Cox Bay 4.0 70.75 2.25 

For 2010, our testing confirmed 
that our phosphorous concentra-
tions continue to be OK but slightly 
higher than some other locations in 
Lake Joseph, this being explained 
by our large contiguous swamps 
that flow into our Lake. Our total 
coliform levels are good and our  

E-coli levels are very low. Because e-
coli can actually hurt us, those low 
numbers are gratifying indeed. To 
put these numbers in context, phos-
phorous content in Lake Joseph is 
3.6 micro-grams per litre (no bacte-
rial measurements were made for 

the entire Lake) and below please 
compare our numbers to two bays 
in Lake Joseph. The recommended 
maximum for total coliform and  
E-coli are 100 and 10 mico-grams 
per litre respectively, so we are all 
pretty good indeed!

Conn re-elected in seguin township
Mix of old and new on council

Seguin Township Mayor David Conn has won re-election, securing 
2,708 votes over challenger Mark Stivrins, who finished with 1,902 
votes. 

In Ward 1, Alex Chidley, and outspoken critic of Conn, won with 400 
votes over Dale Graves (295) and Bill Pocock (172).

In Ward 3, Rod Osborne has defeated incumbent Susan Adams with 
604 votes to her 359.

In Ward 4, Doug Sainsbury easily won his seat back with 396 votes 
over challenger Ronald Steele, with 86.

In Ward 5, incumbent Everett Jacklin won re-election with 557 votes 
over Joe LaPlante (316) and Rick Cole (143).

In Ward 6, incumbent Brian Sturgeon lost to new candidate  
Jack Hepworth (411).

Councillor Bruce Gibbon was acclaimed in Ward 2.

Seguin Township Mayor David Conn 
celebrates with friends and supporters  

at his Orrville home after handily  
winning re-election.

Dirk Soutendijk (right), the Mayor (center) 
and his friend Tom Elliot (left)
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Minutes
LittLe LaKe JOsePH assOCiatiOn annUaL Meeting

Sunday, August 01, 2010 

MINUTES of the LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION Annual Meeting held at 13 Jean-Marie Road, Rosseau, Ontario 
on Sunday, August 01, 2010 at the hour of 9:00 a.m. The meeting was called to order by Dirk Soutendijk

PRESENT:  Dirk Soutendijk, Paula Kirsh, Margaret McCormick, Denis Jean-Marie, Alf Kwinter, Mark 
Johnstone, Paul Koenderman, Ann MacDiarmid, Sue Higgins, Shelley Mackie

GUESTS: Incumbents:  Mayor David Conn, Councillors Brian Sturgeon, Doug Sainsbury 
  Electoral Candidates: Mark Stivrins, Jack Hepworth

The meeting was called to order by Dirk Soutendijk. A quorum was established and the meeting was duly constituted.

I Minutes
 The minutes of the LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION Annual Meeting held Sunday, August 2nd, 2009 as 

circulated in the Loon Call were approved by the membership. 

II  Financial Report
 The Financial Report dated August 31, 2009 as circulated in the Loon Call was approved by the membership. 

Treasurer, Paula Kirsh, also provided a brief report on our current financial position and number of paid 
memberships.

III  Election of Directors
 Dirk Sountendijk proposed the following slate of directors for re-election for a term of three years: Susan Higgins, 

Denis Jean-Marie, Mark Johnstone, Paula Kirsh.  
The motion was seconded by Alf Kwinter and received unanimous support from the general membership.

IV   Retiring Director
 Dirk Sountendijk recognized retiring Director Catherine Orcutt for her many years of participation and substantial 

contributions to the LLJA..

V   Recognition 
•	 Dirk	Sountendijk	recognized	Paul	Koenderman	for	his	support	with	the	publication	of	the	Loon	Call.	Paul	Koenderman	

is responsible for the formatting, editing, printing and mailing of the Loon Call and generously donated his time and 
resources to this publication. 

•	 Dirk	Sountendijk	recognized	Don	Fleming	and	George	Teichman	for	helping	get	the	“small	lake”	designation	for	
Little Lake Joseph thereby helping to prevent commercial development on the lake. 

VI Cottage Issues
 The following cottage issues were presented and discussed:

1. Wake board activity on the lake – complaints have been made by Jim Coons to the township, however the use 
of the wake boarders cannot be regulated on the lake other than they must remain 30 meters (100’) from a dock, 
are to be held accountable for any property damage, and must use mufflers on their boats. The suggestion was 
made that perhaps individual wake boarders should be made aware that their presence is disturbing the peace 
of the lake. 

2. Photos and articles for Loon Call 2011 – Paul Koenderman asked cottagers to email any of the directors with 
their submissions for Loon Call 2011: high resolution digital photos or personal stories related to their cottage 
properties.

3. Membership – In an effort to increase membership in the LLJA, Alf Kwinter read a list of property owners he has 
not been able to contact and asked for assistance from the general membership.

VII Announcements
1. Lion’s Club Thanksgiving Dinner – The annual Thanksgiving Dinner will once again be held on the Saturday of 

Thanksgiving weekend. Watch for more information.

2. Lion’s Club Annual Food Drive – The annual food drive will begin in October; food and monetary donations are 
welcomed.

3. Shoreline Guide	–	A	20	page	Shoreline	Guide	produced	by	Seguin	Township	will	be	mailed	to	the	home	of	each	
property owner. LLJA members were encouraged to read through it.
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VIII Municipal Election 2010 – All Candidate Presentation
•	 Ann	MacDiarmid	invited	all	candidates	to	present	their	platforms	in	a	five-minute	presentation	to	the	LLJA	

membership. A question period followed the presentations.

•	 Election	Day	–	October	25th,	2010

•	 Ballots	will	be	mailed	to	the	home	address	of	all	property	owners	in	late	September.

•	 Ballots	may	be	returned	by	mail	as	soon	as	they	are	received

•	 LLJ	is	represented	by	councillors	from	Wards	Four	and	Six.

•	 A	voters’	list	can	be	viewed	at	Seguin	Township	Office	after	the	third	week	in	August	or	at	a	future	date	on	line.

Incumbents Mayor David Conn, Councillors Doug Sainsbury (Ward 4) and Brian Sturgeon (Ward 6), let their records 
in	public	office	speak	for	them	in	the	areas	of:	Preservation	of	Environment	and	Natural	Resources,	Tax	Assessments,	
Responsible Fiscal Management and Financial Controls, and Economic Development in Seguin Township. 

Mayoral Candidate, Mark Stivrins, supports the new laws to protect the ecology of the area. If elected he would increase 
public access to the lakes and reopen the present restrictions on new building. 

During the question period Mark Stivrins found it difficult to support statements made on his website. Jack Hepworth, 
running	as	a	councillor	in	Ward	six,	presented	a	platform	of	commitment	to	the	community:	his	ability	to	be	a	full-time	
councillor.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

  President and Chairman Secretary 
  Dirk R. Soutendijk Margaret M. McCormick

Minutes
LittLe LaKe JOsePH assOCiatiOn annUaL Meeting

Sunday, August 01, 2010 

Politicians Q&A at the annual general meeting.  
Candidates left to right. Jack Hepworth, Doug Sainsbury, Brian Sturgeon, David Conn, Mark Stivrins

The 2011 LLJA Annual Meeting will be held on  
Sunday, July 31st, 2011 starting at 9am at the McCormick Boathouse
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LittLe LaKe JOsePH assOCiatiOn 
FinanCiaL rePOrt

For the year ended August 31, 2010

LittLe LaKe JOsePH assOCiatiOn ~ BOard OF direCtOrs

  Dirk Soutendijk 
  drsoutendijk@msn.com 
  President 

 Paula Kirsh Margaret McCormick Alf Kwinter 
 pkirsh@sympatico.ca  margie.mccormick@gmail.com  alf.kwinter@rogers.com   
 Treasurer Secretary Membership 

 Mark Johnstone Denis Jean-Marie Susan Higgins  
 jmjohnstone67@yahoo.com  db.birchview@sympatico.ca  susan_lhiggins@hotmail.com   
 Water Testing, Shoreline Committee Water Testing Shoreline Committee 

 Shelley Mackie Paul Koenderman Ann MacDiarmid  
 shelleyturgeon@hotmail.com  pkoenderman@yahoo.com  raptor.comm@rogers.com   
 Shoreline Committee  Loon Call Municipal Elections

Income   
 Membership fees 2010 $4,175
 Investment and other interest 15
 
  Total income 4,190 

Expenses
 Liability & Directors’ Insurance 1,215
 Picnic 2010 628 
 Water testing 280
 Bank charges & PO Box 262
 Annual meeting  77      
  
  Total expenses 2,489

Excess of income over expenses  $1,701

Cash & Investments August 31, 2009  $16,398

2009 Membership dues received 150
2010 Membership fees receivable (900)
2010 amounts payable 75 
Excess of income over expenses 1,701

Cash and term deposits  
August 31, 2010 $17,424

Cash available August 31, 2010 17,424
Investment at August 31, 2010 0

Cash and term deposits  
August 31, 2009  $17,424
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Help Make Little Lake Joseph Loon Friendly 
By ann MacDiarmid

Gavia immer or the Common Loon fulfills the same role 
for a lake that a canary fulfilled in the mines – acting as 
an indicator of environmental conditions.  The Canadian 
Lakes Loon Survey (CLLS) has been monitoring loon 
breeding success for over three decades. It has proven 
effective as a measurement for the broader lake health 
with the survival of chicks providing direct indicators of 
the impact of lake acidification and other conditions that 
affect fish stocks and aquatic life. CLLS data over many 
years indicate that loon productivity in Canada has been 
consistently dropping since 1998.

But acid rain is not the only enemy of the Common 
Loon in the Muskoka Lakes. Loons are indirectly affected 
by increased human activity on the lakes although they 
do try to adapt and coexist with us. Nesting sites are 
being disturbed by boats, personal watercraft and water 
level changes. Humans also inadvertently attract and 
support loon nest predators such as raccoons, gulls and 
snapping turtles.

The idea for this article came in the summer of 2010 from 
LLJA members who had noticed fewer loons on our lake 
than in the past. 

There are 10 simple steps that the CLLS recommends 
to being a loon-friendly lake:

1. Keep it wild. Work to preserve the wild and natural parts 
of the lake.

2. Keep your shoreline natural.  Vegetated shorelines provide 
shelter for both fish and loons.

3. Watch your wake. Use sensitive boating practices and 
steer clear of loons.

4. Don’t discard. Return plastics, metals, fishing line and 
tackle to shore and dispose of it properly.

5. Test the waters. Help monitor the lake’s water quality, do 
not bathe in the lake and check septics regularly.

6. Be level-headed. Work to reduce large water level changes 
during the nesting season.

7. Don’t mess with the food chain. Don’t feed nest predators 
such as raccoons, gulls or turtles.

8. Lobby for loons. Get involved in national air pollution 
issues and local water quality programs.

9. Spread the word. Ask neighbours to reduce their wake, 
boat noise and use of personal watercraft in shallow areas.

10. Be a citizen scientist by joining the Canadian Lakes Loon 
Survey at www.bsc.eoc.org.

Did you know??

•	 Loons	have	existed	for	10	million	years

•	 Loons	are	not	ducks.	They	are	part	of	the	Gaviidae	family.	
Their feet are placed much farther back in their bodies than 
those of a duck and they have a heavier bone structure 
than a duck.

•	 Loons	are	able	 to	dive	 to	up	 to	60	meters	because	 their	
bones are solid. Baby loons cannot dive to escape harm 
until their downy coat turns to feathers. Until they have 
their diving feathers, chicks ride on their parents’ back – 
usually for 8 – 12 weeks.

•	 Loons	can	live	up	to	30	years	due	to	their	place	at	the	top	
of the food chain.

•	 Loons	lay	only	2	-3	eggs	per	year.

•	 Loons	 are	 very	 clumsy	 on	 land	 because	 their	 feet	 are	
placed too far back on their body for balanced walking. 
They avoid land except to nest.

•	 Loons	 sleep	 on	 the	 water,	 with	 their	 head	 tucked	 into	
their feathers. Loons prefer to sleep over the deepest part 
of the lake.

•	 The	 incubation	 period	 (the	 length	 of	 time	 from	 when	
the eggs are laid until they hatch) is about 28 days. Both 
parents take turns sitting on the eggs

•	 The	major	 predators	 of	 loon	 eggs	 and	 chicks	 are	 gulls,	
raccoons, large fish, snapping turtles and other loons. 
Adult loons have sharp beaks to defend themselves but a 
chick is defenceless.

•	 Loons	have	red	eyes	in	the	summer;	in	the	winter	the	eyes	
turn darker brownish colour. Red is the first colour to be 
filtered out under water so the whole head of the loon 
appears black under water thereby “hiding” the loon’s 
head from the fish it preys upon.
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Help Make Little Lake Joseph Loon Friendly 
...continued from previous page

•	 Because	 of	 its	 heavy	 bones,	 the	 loon	 has	 a	 hard	 time	
taking flight.  The loon needs a water runway of about 15 
to 50 meters. They run over the water and flap their wings 
to take off. They cannot take off from land.

•	 When	 flying,	 loons	 can	 reach	 up	 to	 120	 km/hr	 while	
beating their wings 4 times per second.

•	 80%	of	the	world’s	Common	Loons	are	found	in	Ontario	
lakes.

•	 Loons	are	migratory	and	spend	their	winter	months	along	
the coast of Maine to the Gulf of Mexico and from the 
Gulf of Alaska to Baja California

Information provided by the Canadian Lakes Loon 
Survey;	Birds	Canada	and	National	Geographic.com

Comments from Mayor david Conn

Dirk requested that I provide some comments in general but to focus on the financial condition of Seguin. So I am 
pleased to advise you that Seguin’s financial position continues to be very solid. Expenses are under control, we have 
a reasonable level of reserves, we have a realistic five year spending plan, and we will be completely debt free by 2012.

For	2011,	Council	has	approved	a	budget	that	requires	only	a	1.99%	increase	in	tax	revenue.	Because	we	have	an	
average	phased-in	assessment	increase	of	4.9%,	our	total	residential	tax	rate	(i.e.	including	education	taxes)	will	be	
reduced	to	.59735%,	down	from	.61978%	in	2010.	Our	2011	tax	rate	is	among	the	lowest	in	the	province.

I do have one concern on the financial front. Legislated external levies for social services, long-term care, public 
health, ambulance and police services continue to escalate. In 2011, our net costs for these services will increase by 
16%.	Your	council	will	continue	to	voice	its	concern	to	the	agencies	responsible	for	delivering	these	services.

On the planning front, an important planning issue this summer will be a required statutory review of our Official 
Plan. Personally, I think our OP is really good and does not require any major changes. But it will give us a chance 
for any “tweaking” that might benefit our OP. As always, I will be looking for LLJNA to play a leadership role to help 
safeguard the important principles we all worked so hard to include in our current OP

As always, we will maintain our “environment first” focus. To this end, I request all residents to become familiar with 
the Living Sustainably in Seguin Township Handbook which outlines simple and easy actions we can all implement 
to improve our environment. This handbook can be sourced from our website, the municipal office, and all library 
branches. 

Make sure that you review the event schedule in this newsletter. There are many fun-filled  activities that are worth 
a visit.

Welcome home and have a great summer!

 Dave
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Muskoka’s Little Lake Joe Has Oval Office recognition 
By paul koenderman

After purchasing our LLJ property in 1987, just 3 years 
went by and our family moved to Ohio for an indefinite 
job relocation assignment.  Luckily we decided to keep 
the cottage even though it was going to be a minimum of 
8 hours driving time with little traffic.  Our two children 
spent their high school and university years in the US and 
have started their careers and families there.  Ever since 
we moved to the US, we have hosted many weekends of 
Canadian/American	teenagers;	come	young	adult	guests	
particularly during the July 1 through July 4 combined 
long weekends.  Many of our children’s friends had no 
idea that there was such a special and beautiful lake 
district that we call Muskoka.  

One of my son’s closest high school friends was a 
frequent guest and developed a deep love for our LLJ 
environment. As the years passed, this same young 
man successfully progressed to where he is now a key 
member of President Obama’s administrative staff and 
is located next to the Oval office in the White House.  
When there was the first hint in the White House of the 
G8 summit being hosted in Canada someone mentioned 
the location as being in an area known as “Moose-ca-
ca”.  My son’s friend immediately corrected those in the 
White House that the region was called “Muskoka” and 
that it was one of the most beautiful and picturesque 
places on earth.  So our Little Lake Joe has a special place 
in the minds of many who have had the opportunity to 
share this magnificent environment.    

The School House Bay beavers are determined and hungry.  They were working on this 
50 year old Oak tree on the north shore until it was wrapped in wire.   

Where do you think they were planning to take this tree?????
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Be aware !  Be safe! new Jo river speed limits

MLa Marine team – Here to help you!! 

Effective February 2011, the Canada Shipping Act Vessel Operation Regulations 
state that the speed limit for all pleasure craft in the Joseph River connecting Lake 
Joseph to Lake Rosseau is 9 km THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE RIVER.  You can 
find all of the details at 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2008-120/page-16.html#h-17.  

Be aware of this law.  Stay at 9 km throughout the Jo River, minimize your wake and 
avoid being ticketed by the OPP.

The Muskoka Lakes Association Marine team is patrolling our lakes again this year.  You should report ANY safety or 
environmental concerns to them and they will make one on one contact with the offending party.  Big wakes, unsafe 
boating, soap and shampoo in the lake – call the MLA Marine Team at 705-765 5723.

Kirsh extended family enjoying winter on Schoolhouse Bay
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Note: Map not to scale
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