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Winter in Muskoka brought record 
snowfall, over 2 feet of lake ice well 
into April and the longest snowmo-
bile and ice fishing seasons in recent 
memory. As the forest awakens with 
spring, please be cautious of the very 
high water levels in all of the local lakes 
and rivers. The Ministry of Natural Re-
sources (MNR) is advising of very high 
water levels to be expected due to the 
large snow loads and anticipated run 
off. A very special thank you to all of 
our Little Lake Joseph neighbours and 
contractors that shoveled roofs, plowed 
roads and kept the snow banks as small 
as possible. For those of you who visit 
Little Lake Joseph during the winter, 
we hope that you safely enjoyed the 
mountains of snow.

We were saddened to learn of the 
death of longtime Little Lake Joseph 

resident, Carl Dare, on April 9 at the 
age of 96. He and the Dare family have 
cottaged on Little Lake Joseph since 
the early 60’s and have hosted the LLJA 
family picnic for almost 20 years. They 
are the founding financiers of the Ruth 
Dare Health Clinic in Rosseau. Please 
honour Carl and his family by reading 
the tribute to him on page 24 of this 
Loon Call and by attending this year’s 
LLJA barbecue at his cottage property 
at the north end of Little Lake Joseph 
on Saturday July 12th.

This year is an election year in 
Seguin and it is vitally important 
that all of us take the time to learn 
about the issues facing our township 
and meet and dialogue with the 
candidates for mayor and council. 
After 11 years as mayor of Seguin, 
Mayor David Conn will not be seeking 
reelection. He and his Council have 
successfully eliminated Seguin debt 
and established sound governance and 
management practices. Because things 
are running so smoothly at Seguin, 
it is easy to become comfortable and 
apathetic. Your vote is essential so 
please get informed and vote as soon 
as notification of your ballot arrives 
at your home in September. Only 
telephone and Internet voting will be 
allowed this year. It is wise to stop by the 
Seguin offices sometime this summer 
to make sure that you and your eligible 
family members are properly listed on 
the voters’ list. The Little Lake Joseph 
Association is working with other 
lake associations throughout Seguin 
to host an all candidates’ meeting on 
Sunday August 24th at the Rosseau 
Community Hall. Please plan to 
attend and get informed. As of the 
time of writing this newsletter, Bruce 

Gibbon is the sole candidate for mayor 
of Seguin and Wards 4 and 6 have the 
incumbents Doug Sainsbury and Jack 
Hepworth running uncontested.

Thank you to the many residents 
who to took time to write to members 
of provincial parliament objecting to a 
proposed change in the way Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP)charges rural 
townships. Your Association wrote 
several letters and we hope that the 
Ministry of Community Safety and 
Correctional Services (MCSCS) will 
scrap or modify the proposal. It has 
the potential to increase Seguin’s 
police costs from $600,000 to $1.8 
million forcing an 11% tax increase. 
The OPP are proposing to bill based 
on the number of households rather 
than on a municipality’s actual crime 
rate. It redistributes the costs, tripling 
our costs but not increasing any level 
of police service. Please speak to or 
write to members of all provincial 
parties to urge them to make sure that 
this OPP billing model does not pass.

The LLJA has established a 
committee to investigate continually 
increasing Hydro One costs in our 
area. As you can see from your Hydro 
One invoices we are all being billed 
significant “delivery charges” because 
we are rural. The Ontario Ombudsman 
and the Federation of Ontario 
Cottagers (FOCA) are investigating 
the high charges. We will keep you 
informed as news becomes available. 
In the meantime, we urge you to read 
your Hydro One invoices carefully and 
contact Hydro One directly (1-888-
664-9376) if you see any anomalies in 
your readings or billings.

In this newsletter, you will see some 

ann macdiarmid
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...conclusion  president’s message
important dates and reminders. We 
hope to see everyone at both the LLJA 
BBQ on July 12th – with all of your 
family and your fire extinguishers. 
The Annual General Meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday August 3, 2014 
at 9:00AM at the McCormick cottage. 
The candidates for Wards 4 and 6 and 
for mayor of Seguin have been invited 
to attend. Please come to the meeting 
armed with questions for them. This 
is an ideal opportunity to become 
informed about the election issues.

The Little Lake Joseph Associa-
tion is a volunteer organization. This 
newsletter has been coordinated and 
produced by Paul Koenderman – six 
years in a row! Thank you Paul. The 
2013 LLJA research was a project 

undertaken by Ian Davidson to ensure 
that the Board is setting priorities to 
meet our member needs. Geoffrey 
Cardy has built our new LLJA website 
and is still busy populating it with 
historical Loon Calls. Our water is 
consistently tested by the dedicated 
team of Dirk Soutendijk, Denis Jean 
Marie and Wesley Begg. At the BBQ, 
please extend a special thank you to 
cooks Peter Mackie and Ian Davidson 
for organizing the BBQ. Behind the 
scenes Mark Johnstone and Geoffrey 
Cardy keep meeting minutes and 
monitor our correspondence. Paula 
Kirsh has been acting officially 
as Treasurer of the Little Lake Jo 
Association since 1999 but the treasurer 
function has been in the Kirsh family 

since 1995. She maintains all of our 
contact lists, collects our dues, pays the 
bills, monitors our insurance and quite 
simply is indispensable. In addition 
to this wonderful group of directors, 
many others assist to make sure that 
Little Lake Joseph is represented on 
committees. A special thank you to 
Walter McCormick for continuing to 
represent us at the Political and Land 
Use Committee (PLUC) of the Muskoka 
Lakes Association. They tackle issues 
associated with development, zoning, 
bylaws and budgets throughout all of 
the Muskoka region.

May summer 2014 be safe for everyone 
on Little Lake Joseph. 

seguin municipal election
monday october 27, 2014
All candidates meetings will be held:

Sunday August 24, 2014
Rosseau Community Hall  10:00 AM – 12pm

Saturday September 20, 2014
New Foley Community Center on Rankin Lake Road North  2:00 
PM

Please plan to attend one of these gatherings to meet the candidates, learn 
about the issues and be prepared to vote via the Internet and telephone 
prior to October 27, 2014.

LLJA news

LLja annual meeting
sunday august 3, 2014  9:00am
McCormick Cottage – north end of Little Lake Joseph – dark brown 
boathouse with white trim – 13 Jean Marie Road

Meet the candidates for Seguin Council. This is an important election year!

election 2014
elect the Council you want and need!

What you should do now!
1. Check the voters list by visiting the 

Seguin offices during July or August to 
make sure that you and all of your eligible 
family members are properly listed on the 
voters’ list.

2. Inform yourself on the issues and 
the candidates.  There will be an all 
candidates meeting during August 2014 
for you to meet all of the candidates for all 
of the wards.  Please plan to attend to get 
to know the issues and the people.

Voting will be by Internet and telephone only 
this autumn.  Your voting instructions will be 
mailed to you in September.  Please vote as 
soon as you receive this envelope to make 
sure that your vote counts and that you help 
elect the council that will continue to make 
Seguin Township a special place to live.
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Living my dream: Volunteer Firefighting: more than just Fires
by scott Woolnough – station 20 rosseau

Becoming a firefighter has been a dream and goal of mine for 
many years. I had the opportunity 2 years ago to move up to 
Little Lake Joe for 6 months of the year to work and one day 
while I was out I noticed a sign that said Seguin Township 
was looking for Volunteer Firefighters. This was the perfect 
opportunity for me - live in a beautiful place for half the year 
and see my dream become reality. I contacted the Seguin 
Township and after an interview and a background check, I 
was “hired” as a Volunteer Firefighter.

When you are a Firefighter you need to rely on many 
people and many people rely on you so being a team player 
is an absolute must. I grew up playing many team sports and 
was taught to always look out for everyone else. There are also 
many aspects of being a Volunteer Firefighter that people may 
not realize. Of course you need to put out fires, but 
we respond to all medical calls as well. With these 
types of calls we assess the situation, clear the area 
for the additional emergency response personal and 
take charge until paramedics arrive. My degree in 
Sports Medicine has been very helpful during these 
types of calls as I’m able to help assess injuries. No 
matter what the type of call, being calm is key when 
arriving, as normally the people who have placed 
the call are very upset and need to be reassured that 
everything will be fine. 

As a Volunteer Firefighter I am witness to acts 
of generosity and kindness on a monumental level, 
but I am also witness to acts of grace and courage 
on an individual basis. I responded to a call this past 
summer where a young girl was injured in a tubing 
accident. She was scared, sore, but very brave and 
after being checked out by the paramedics and the 
hospital she was given the all clear. Being a parent 

(and a grandparent!) myself, I decided to go back and check 
on her a few hours later and took her a box of cookies to help 
her feel better. The gratitude that I received was extremely 
heart warming.

Making a difference in someone’s life is very gratifying 
and you don’t have to be a firefighter to do that. Simple 
things like serving food at your local shelter, cleaning up a 
neighbourhood park or being a mentor can change someone’s 
life and help them to succeed and achieve their goals and 
dreams. We aren’t able to save someone’s life every day, 
but everyday offers us an opportunity to affect someone 
in a positive way. It is the little things that can make a big 
difference, so get in the game and bring the cookies!  

jessica Lebow’s Big Catch
by ronnie Lebow
My daughter proudly caught this Pike when 
we were fishing in the main bowl of Little Lake 
Joseph on Saturday July 6th.

She was using 6lb test, no leader, and casting a 
spinner.

The fish spooled her completely at least 6 times, 
she kept stating she was getting tired (through 
all the giggles), and I was quite sure she would 
eventually lose it. The only thing I could do was 
instruct her to keep the rod tip up.

After about 10 minutes, she finally got it up 
beside the boat. We quickly scooped it (we had 
no net) ran it back to the dock for the photo and 
successfully live-released it.  
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a sighting  
by mark johnstone 

Unfortunately I have no pictures, 
but we four saw it that day. I was 
skeptical at first, thinking my 
brother may have seen a  young 
raven with a grey tail. But when 
it swooped off its perch amongst 
the tall evergreens of Birch Island, 
there was no mistaking it. There, in 
all it’s glory on a bitterly cold win-
ter day, was a mature bald eagle on 
Little Lake Joe. 

The massive snow-load and ex-
treme cold posed challenges this 
winter and should mean a late 
spring ice-out . Thankfully we were 
able to thaw out our frozen septic 
pipe before our annual ice fishing 
trip to the cottage. Having con-
vinced Dad to fly up from Florida, 
we went out to our favourite spots 
and set up our gear and portable 
hut. The fishing was poor for us this 

year, but it was still a great week-
end with family. The highlight was 
watching that big bald eagle com-
peting with a raven over the deer 
remains on the ice that day. I’d nev-
er seen an eagle anywhere in south 
central Ontario in my life. It’s great 
to see that bald eagles could be re-
turning to the natural place to be. 

an American Bald Eagle

green Light awareness

If you see a vehicle with a green flashing light, please 
move over to the right of the road to allow the vehicle 
with the green flashing light to pass. The green flashing 
light means that a Volunteer Firefighter is responding to 
an emergency call.

The Township of Seguin has 65 part-time firefighters. 
When an emergency occurs, these part-time firefighters 
are paged and they respond immediately by activating 
the flashing green lights on their personal vehicles and 
driving to their designated fire station as quickly and 
safely as possible.

EVERY home in Ontario must have 
a working smoke alarm on every sto-
rey and outside all sleeping areas.

EVERY home in Ontario equipped 
with fuel burning appliances or 
heating systems (including gas and 
propane), furnaces, fireplaces, wood 
burning fireplaces and attached ga-
rages MUST have a carbon monoxide (CO) detector.

IT’S THE LAW 
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safe Quiet Lakes
groundbreaking muskoka region Lake activity survey Findings released

Safety is a priority; speed and noise spark emotional responses   

Safe Quiet Lakes released the find-
ings of the comprehensive Muskoka 
region lake activity survey conducted 
by ERIN Research Inc. Late in August 
2013. The response to the survey was 
overwhelming and reconfirmed that 
Canadians are passionate about our 
lakes and lake activities; almost 2300 
people participated and added over 
130 pages of suggestions. 

The results confirm that:
•	 Safety	on	the	water	is	critical	to	

almost everyone
•	 We	have	a	responsibility	to	

preserve the natural state of 
lakes and rivers for future 
generations

•	 We	like	to	hear	the	sounds	of	
nature

•	 We	like	to	spend	time	near	the	
water with family and friends

•	 Paddling,			swimming	and	power	
boating remain the most popular 
water activities

Respondents also identified significant 
concerns that spark fear and often 
anger.

The most commonly cited problems are:
•	 watercraft	going	too	fast	close	to	

shore
•	 large	boat	wakes	
•	 excessive	noise	
•	 inconsiderate	boating
•	 dissatisfaction	with	the	current	

boat operator licensing system

The results of the survey (avail-
able at www.safequietca) have been 
shared with key stakeholders in the 
boating community including lake 
associations, policy makers, marine 
manufacturers and retailers.  

Safe Quiet Lakes founder Frances 
Carmichael said, “We are thrilled that 
so many lake users responded to the 
survey and shared their passions about 
boating and life near the water. The 
consensus confirms that Safe Quiet 
Lakes should continue to support 
education and communication and 
advocate for more dialogue about 
regulatory and enforcement changes 
to address priority issues.” 

“The results of this survey will 
help guide discussions about ways 
elected officials, law enforcement 
professionals, marine manufacturers 
and the lake users can work together 

to enjoy the lakes today and protect 
them for future generations”, 
commented Tony Clement, Member 
of Parliament for Parry Sound-
Muskoka.

Member of Provincial Parliament 
for Parry Sound Muskoka Norm 
Miller also commented on the 
survey results. “Whether you are a 
boat operator, passenger, resident, 
cottager or tourist, enjoying a safe 
day on our waterways is everyone’s 
responsibility.  If we consider and 
respect each other, we can make a 
difference.”

Safe Quiet Lakes is a volunteer 
initiative dedicated to making the 
Muskoka region lakes and rivers 
as safe and quiet as cottagers and 
boaters wish them to be. Safe Quiet 
Lakes is funded and supported by 
the lake associations, individuals and 
townships in central Ontario.  

Complete survey results and verbatims 
can be found at  www.safequiet.ca

Should you wish to report a 
significant safety issue to the police, 
call the OPP Non-Emergency  
phone # 1-888-310-1122

The results of the 2013 on line 
survey of the Little Lake Joseph 
Association members have set the 
priorities for the LLJA Board. You 
have overwhelmingly confirmed 
that our priorities should be “water 
quality”, “taxation” and “local 
political representation”. These 
were followed closely by “Boating 
etiquette (wake)” and “boating 
safety” as important priorities. Of 
very least importance for Association 
focus were “social activities” and 
“guest speakers”.

A majority of LLJA members 
wants to see the Loon Call 
newsletter, the telephone directory 
and the lake map continued in 
printed form and updated regularly. 
But, as a sign of the times, many of 
you have indicated that you would 
like “email updates” and a “website” 
for more regular communication 
from your Board. Within the next 
few weeks you will be able to access 
our website at www.llja.ca As 
we approach the 2014 municipal 
election, we will be keeping you 
informed via email updates.

Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to complete the 2013 
survey!!! Your input and feedback 
is essential in guiding your Board 
of Directors in setting priorities. 
We appreciate all of the thoughtful 
responses to the survey and hope 
that you will feel free to contact any 
of the board at any time with your 
thoughts and contributions. 

All of our email addresses appear 
on page 20.   

LLja priorities – set by the members in 2013 survey

Newsletter #3   Winter 2014

UPDATE FROM SAFE QUIET LAKES 

Although it has been a stormy winter and many Ontario lakes are still 

frozen, it is never too early to start thinking about spring and summer 

and the joys of boating.  We are actively getting ready for a summer full 

of activities to engage more boaters in safer, quieter and more 

respectful behaviour on the water.  Here’s some of what we’ve been doing and are planning.

Lake Activity Survey Results are being shared widely:

Safe Quiet Lakes in conjunction with ERIN Research conducted the largest ever benchmarking 

study of Muskoka region lake activity behaviours and attitudes in the early summer of 2013. 

Since the publication of the sur  vey results (in August of 2013) we have shared the report with a 

series of stakeholders and those meetings are continuing.  For example: 

• We were invited to present to the Canadian 

Marine Advisory Council meeting in Ottawa 

where the survey results generated a lot of 

interest from other areas of the country 

interested in using the same approach.  

• We have also met with regional politicians and 

Parry Sound - Muskoka MP Tony Clement to 

ensure elected officials understand the concerns 

and issues identified in the survey. 

• Members of the Safe Quiet Lakes team met with 

Transport Canada Assistant Deputy Minister 

Gerard McDonald and his senior staff to give 

them a full report on the survey. 

• During the Toronto Boat Show the team briefed 

the Board of Directors of the National Marine 

Manufacturers Association and representatives from Water Ski and Wakeboard Canada.  

• Locally, we presented the results to the Muskoka Watershed Council and the District 

Municipality of Muskoka and are working on building our partnership with them.

If you feel there are other groups or thought leaders who would benefit from a similar briefing or 

who would like to carry this message to others who care about the lakes, please let us know at 

safequieter@gmail.com.

Reducing Boat Noise

The survey respondents were strongly divided on the need for additional regulations for most 

issues.  The only issue that has consistent support for a regulatory response is noise.  Most 

people feel that the lakes are growing noisier and feel that there should be limits on noise.  Our 

Page 1 of 2
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the First seasonal resident on our Lake
by dirk soutendijk

The point on which Jim Solomos 
and Susan Silma now have a lovely 
cottage was in the 1930s the site of a 
cottage owned by Harold Bickford, 
Brigadier General of the Canadian 
Army. General Bickford, who lived 
in Toronto, was probably the first 
seasonal resident on our Lake.

The General is remembered as 
quite a sportsman, playing polo 
with British royalty, and one sum-
mer managing somehow to bring a 
sizeable cabin cruiser from Florida 
into Little lake Joseph. In 1914 he 
had built a palatial mansion on the  
Scarborough Bluffs overlooking 
Lake Ontario, today known as the 
Guild Inn. 

General Bickford is remembered 
mostly for leading some 2,500 
Canadian troops to Vladivostok, 

Siberia in 1918. Many Allies 
contributed to a combined army of 
over 120,000 soldiers. The purpose 
of this movement of troops was 
to protect a stockpile of military 
supplies which the Allies had 
previously sent to Vladivostok to 
aid the White Russians who were 
keeping the Germans busy with 
a second, eastern front in Europe. 
Communists had taken over much 
of Russia and had made peace with 
the Germans. So, in addition to 
keeping these munitions away from 
the Communists, this force was 
also to assist the White Russians to 
retake control of Russia and re-open 
that second front. A second front, of 
course, eased pressure on the Allies 
who were battling the Germans in 
the trenches of France.

Canada had been selected by 
Britain to lead a combined Com-
monwealth force and this was a 
great honor not only for Canada 
but for General Bickford. However, 
World War One ended in November 
of 1918 as this force was on route 
from Eastern Canada to Russia and 
the Canadians returned to Canada 
soon after arriving in Vladivostok. 
After returning home, the Gen-
eral spent many summer days on 
Little Lake Joseph. He passed away  
in 1956.

Two of the General’s grandchil-
dren, Mary Soutendijk and Helen 
Gregory, still have cottages on our 
Lake and a number of his great 
grandchildren visit our Lake in the 
summer.  

General Bickford while  
on his Siberia campaign
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hemlock Looper  — Bugs in your trees??

Please check your hemlock trees as soon as your receive this Loon Call. If 
you find any larvae, egg nests or small green inch worms on the hemlock 
trees or in the tree canopy, please contact Ann MacDiarmid (raptor.comm@
rogers.com). 

If you are unsure what to look for, we strongly suggest that you contact a 
qualified arborist if you have a significant number of hemlock trees on your 
property. We are watching for signs of a Hemlock Looper infestation that 
can have a significant negative impact on healthy hemlock trees.

We are fairly confident that the long and cold winter has destroyed the 
eggs nests on the buildings and tree trunks but some live eggs have been 
reported high in the tree canopy (as of the end of March 2014).

The Ministry of Natural Resources (Forest Entomologist) is monitoring 
the hatching levels in and around Lake Joseph and Little Lake Joseph. If 
considered a danger to the forests, it is possible that we will recommend the 
spraying of a biological insecticide (BTK).  

http://tidcf.nrcan.gc.ca/insects/factsheet/8846

and 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambdina_fiscellaria. 

Lambdina fiscellaria lugubrosa larva

Lambdina fiscellaria somniaria

You can find out more about the Hemlock Looper at: 

If you are interested in participating in the group spraying efforts (costs are 
dependent on the level of participation) please contact:  

Ann at raptor.comm@rogers.com.

The water quality of our Lake 
was tested last summer by our 
Association as part of the Muskoka 
Lakes Association Lake Monitoring 
Program. This testing started in 
2001 and is now done each summer. 
Wesley Begg , Denis Jean-Marie and 
Dirk Soutendijk share the taking of 
samples and doing the nesessary 
analyses. Results and samples are 
turned in to an outside consulting 
group which then draws conclusions 
and makes recomendations.

The overall conclusion of these 
consultants is that our Lake has 
consistently good water quality that 
is suitable for boating, swimming 
and other recreational use. Because 
of the presence of trace amounts of 
e-coli, however, we are advised 

not to drink directly from our Lake 
without first treating the water.

Our Lake water was sampled 4 
times between mid-May and late 
August. In addition to recording 
clarity and temperatures, we took 
samples of lake water to reveal 
levels of phosphorus, calcium and 
bacteria. Phosphorus is caused by 
natural vegatation waste and too 
much can affect the clarity of the 
water. Calcium is important to 
sustain aquatic life which, in turn, 
is nessesary to maintain adequate 
weed control. Bacteria, of course, 
can make us slightly or really sick.

The consulting group raised two 
issues for our Lake which we 
should watch out for as we test 
this year. The group noted that our 

phosphorus levels are consistently 
relatively high and that the e-coli 
number for one of our sites was way 
up last summer. No doubt the huge 
run-off of water last spring resulted 
in a lot of swamp water entering 
our Lake, thereby flooding our Lake 
with animal caused e-coli as well 
as the usual amount of vegatation 
caused phosphor. The consultant 
recommended that we continue 
carefully monitoring our Lake 
and keep an eye on the e-coli and 
phosphor levels. 

Wes and I will do the monitoring 
again this summer, hopefully 
assisted by Denis Jean-Marie if 
his health permits. As you can 
appreciate, this important activity of 
the LLJ Association is looked after 
by 3 directors.  

2013 Water Quality
by dirk soutendijk

Photos: Jerald E. Dewey, USDA Forest Service, United States. licensed under 
the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0
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continued...

The OPP is locked into an ongoing 
struggle with municipalities com-
plaining that rising policing costs 
are driving up property taxes.

OPP Commissioner Chris Lewis 
says it has been difficult trying to 
balance the cost of policing 324 mu-
nicipalities without one municipal-
ity having to carry the burden for 
another.

The Ontario Provincial 
Police is locked into an on-
going struggle with munici-
palities complaining that 
rising policing costs are 
driving up property taxes — 
in some cases dramatically.

The provincial police 
contend their proposed 
per household cost of $360 
is good value and half the 
price of most municipal 
forces, while municipalities 
say the hike is too much 
to bear — with some see-
ing their policing budgets 
double.

Helping fuel the debate is a re-
cent 8.5 per cent pay-hike for 6,300 
OPP officers, making them the 
highest paid in the province. The 
catch-up follows two years of no in-
creases.

“What it is going to do is take 
over $5 million out of county with-
out any increases in service,” Hali-
burton County warden Dave Bur-
ton, told the Star, adding the cost of 
policing in his municipality of High-
lands East alone is climbing to $1.2 
million from just over $600,000.

Burton said the proposed tax 
hikes as result of policing costs 
among the county’s four munici-
palities range from 25 per cent to 36 
per cent.

As it is now, according to the As-
sociation of Municipalities of On-
tario (AMO), some municipalities 
are paying as little as about $100 a 
household while others are paying 
up to $1,000 a household.

An OPP billing steering commit-
tee, consisting of municipal repre-
sentatives, is exploring the impact of 
what the provincial police is recom-
mending, variations of that or a new 

billing model altogether. The prov-
ince wants whatever is arrived at to 
be in place for 2015.

OPP Commissioner Chris Lewis 
told the Star it has been a difficult 
exercise trying to balance the cost of 
policing 324 municipalities without 
one municipality having to carry the 
burden for another.

“The costs will just be appor-
tioned in a more fair, consistent 
and transparent way. This comes 
as a result of concerns expressed 
to us by many municipalities, who 
have been, on average, paying much 
higher rates than neighbouring 
communities. Others have paid far 
less than they should have been for 
many years,” he said.

Lewis said while it may be an 
issue for communities struggling 
to balance the books, the average 
cost per household of $360 “is still 
cheaper than cable TV or water, to 
receive 24/7 quality police service.”

Roughly a third of the $1-billion 
OPP bill is covered by municipalities 
while the provincial government 
picks up the remainder. The Police 
Services Act requires municipalities 

to provide policing.

Prior to 1998 rural mu-
nicipalities did not pay for 
policing. Then Progressive 
Conservative Mike Harris’s 
government downloaded 
some of the cost to all mu-
nicipalities.

AMO executive director 
Pat Vanini, executive said 
there is a “lot of anxiety in 
the municipal sector” and 
noted that even the audi-
tor general has concluded 
the way municipal govern-

ments are billed by the OPP is too 
complex and needs to be simplified.

“The OPP has been working on 
that part of the auditor’s report and 
certainly has tried to make things 
more simple. Notice I haven’t said 
more transparent,” she said, adding 
the force came up with a formula 
that calls for 73 per cent of expenses 
going to cover basic infrastructure 
and overhead, and 27 per cent going 
to fee-for-service costs.

As a result, Vanini said some of 
the AMO members policed by the 
OPP are looking at 45 to 50 per cent 
property tax increases.

“I would say . . . probably one-
third (of the municipalities) will see 
their costs come down and about 

municipalities pushing back against opp costs
by: richard j. Brennan provincial politics, published in the toronto star on Fri mar 14 2014

Rick Madonik / Toronto Star File Photo
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two-thirds will see their costs go 
up under this existing formula,” she 
said. “The real question is how sus-
tainable are these increases?”

As the debate rages on, Vanini 
said, some smaller municipalities 
are even musing about starting up 
their own regional police forces. 
However, the OPP says the cost of 
that would be far in excess what 
they pay now.

The Ontario auditor general’s 
2012 report noted that while crime 
rates and serious accidents have 
dropped substantially over the past 

several years, OPP costs to munici-
palities have increased by 27 per 
cent,

“Most of the increase has resulted 
from the hiring of additional officers 
and staff compensation increases 
over the last six years. However, our 
research did indicate that many of 
the other larger police forces across 
Canada have had similar expendi-
ture increases,” the report stated.

OPP Superintendent Rick Phil-
bin, of the municipal policing bu-
reau, said the force understands the 
municipal concerns but “we can’t 

give deals to municipalities based 
on the ability to pay.”

“That’s just not the way we do 
business. We are half the price of 
every other municipal police depart-
ment on average . . . when you put 
it into perspective it is going up to a 
buck a day. If you are in Toronto your 
cost is four bucks a day,” Philbin told 
the Star.

“We’ve developed what we be-
lieve is a fair model to recover the 
cost of policing across our 324 mu-
nicipalities. It is still up for refine-
ment,” he said.  

municipalities pushing back against opp costs
..conclusion

saturday july 12, 2014 – 12 noon – it’s free 
Carl Dare’s cottage at the northern point in Little Lake 
Joseph (flat roofed boathouse, large bungalow cottage 
with gray guest cottage on the hill to the left)  
17 Jean Marie Road - if coming by car

This event is for all ages and your cottage visitors. Bring 
your fire extinguishers to be refilled (see announcement 
in this issue);  meet your neighbours; scavenger hunt 
for those under 14. Please leave your pets at home!

Volunteers are always needed for cooking, games and 
shopping.  Interested? Please contact: 
Ann MacDiarmid at raptor.comm@rogers.com

Despite Carl’s passing, Carla and Scott Woolnough will 
continue the tradition to host the annual picnic at the 
Dare property.  

LLja BBQ – for all ages 
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Jessica Lebow had a grand slam last year with 
winning the jelly bean guess, the scavenger hunt 
plus catching the “Big Pike” shown on page 4.

Ian Davidson and Ann MacDiarmid at the 2013 picnic.



Ann Davidson and Paula Kirsh at the 2013 picnic.

Jim Coons  and Dirk Soutendijk at the 2013 picnic.



2013 LLJA Board of Directors: (from left to right) Paul Koenderman,  
Peter Mackie, Wesley Begg, Dirk Soutendijk, Ann MacDiarmid, Alf Kwinter, Paula 
Kirsh, Mark Johnstone, Ian Davidson, Geoffrey Cardy. Absent: Denis Jean-Marie

AGM meeting on top of the McCormick boat house.
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One of the Many Special Vista Scenes on Little Lake Joseph.   Taken off the Dock at the Koenderman Cottage.
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One of the Many Special Vista Scenes on Little Lake Joseph.   Taken off the Dock at the Koenderman Cottage.
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minutes of
LittLe Lake joseph assoCiation annUaL meeting

Sunday, August 4th, 2013

MINUTES of a meeting of the LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH 
ASSOCIATION AGM held at 13 Jean-Marie Road, Rosseau, 
Ontario on Sunday, August 4th, at the hour of 9:00 a.m.

PRESENT:   Ann MacDiarmid, Ian Davidson,  
Paul Koenderman, Dirk Soutendijk, Paula Kirsh, 
Mark Johnstone, Peter Mackie, Alf Kwinter, 
Geoffrey Cardy

REGRETS: Denis Jean-Marie

GUESTS:  Mayor David Conn, Councilor Doug Sainsbury – 
Ward 4, Councilor Jack Hepworth – Ward 6 

The meeting was called to order by Ann MacDiarmid.  
A quorum was established and the meeting was duly 
constituted.  Ann MacDiarmid took the Chair and Geoffrey 
Cardy acted as Secretary of the meeting. 

Ann MacDiarmid welcomed everybody and thanked the 
McCormick Family for hosting the 22nd AGM.

Remembering Ken Langmuir

Ken passed away on July 2, 2013. He founded the Little 
Lake Joseph Association and petitioned on our behalf 
for lower taxes. Ken is remembered by his three children; 
Peter, Wendy and Michael and their families as well as all 
of us on Little Lake Joseph.

Introduction of All Board Members

Ann introduced the Board Members individually. Each 
member stood to be recognized.

Resignation of Directors
Ann MacDiarmid accepted the resignation of Sue Higgins and 
Margaret McCormick from the Board of Directors.

Election  of Directors
Ann MacDiarmid proposed Geoffrey Cardy for the Board 
position of Secretary for a term of three years. A motion to 
elect Geoffrey Cardy was made by Margaret McCormick and 
seconded by Jennifer Lebow and Doug Young. The motion 
passed unanimously.

BUSINESS

I  MINUTES
 A motion to approve the Minutes of the LITTLE LAKE 

JOSEPH ASSOCIATION Annual Meeting held Sunday, 
August 5th, 2012 as circulated in the Loon Call was 
made by Paula Kirsh and seconded by Geoffrey Cardy.  
The motion carried unanimously.

II.   BOARD UPDATE
 A motion to approve the Minutes of the LITTLE LAKE 

JOSEPH ASSOCIATION Annual Meeting held Sunday, 
August 5th, 2012 as circulated in the Loon Call was 
made by Paula Kirsh and seconded by Geoffrey Cardy.  
The motion carried unanimously.

 a. Membership
 Alf Kwinter, Membership Chair, noted that Little Lake 

Joseph is home to approximately 102 cottages, of which 
90 are paying members. Alf explain that our annual dues 
have been increased for the first time since inception to 
$75 per annum.   

 b. Rosseau Nursing Station
 The LLJA was unable to arrange a representative to 

speak since the station is closed on Sunday. Informational 
materials were provided. 

 c. Loon Call
 Paul Koenderman, Loon Call Publisher, requested special 

interest stories; family memoires, property histories, and/
or special weekends etc. be emailed to him (Contact 
Information available in the Loon Call) from those 
members who wished to contribute. Ann thanked Paul 
for his continued hard work in printing and publishing the 
Loon Call.

 d. LLJA Directory
 Jennifer and Ron Lebow compiled the Directory. It will be 

updated every 4 to 5 years. If members have a change of 
phone number or address they were asked to email Ann 
directly. Many thanks from all of us on Little Lake Joseph, 
for this very useful tool.

 e. Boat Speed Signage
 Alf Kwinter & Ann MacDiarmid reminded all members that 

the speed limit is 9km/hr. when traveling within 30 meters 
of the shoreline. NAV Canada is no longer supplying 9km/
hr. buoys due to increased regulatory approval and liability 
concerns. Ann suggests that members visit the Transport 
Canada webpage for more detailed information. The LLJA 
has funded the purchase of speed limit signs to be posted 
around the lake (For example; Birch Island). Robert Lantos 
has purchased 4 additional signs. If members wish to put 
up a sign they can contact Alf. 

 f. Picnic Report
 Ann thanked Carl Dare for the continued use of his 

property. Ann also extended thanks to Scott and Carla 
Woolnough for organizing and running another successful 
picnic. If other members are interested in participating or 
volunteering in 2014 they were asked to speak with any 
Director.  

 g. Lake Rosseau Lighthouse Restoration
 A fundraiser was held to raise money to restore the light 

house. Seguin Township had agreed that if restoration took 
place, maintenance would be taken care of in perpetuity. 

 h. Being Good Neighbours
 Ann encouraged all LLJA members to be respectful of 

their neighbours and that involvement with the LLJA is 
welcomed in any capacity. 
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minutes of
LittLe Lake joseph assoCiation annUaL meeting

Sunday, August 4th, 2013

III.   FINANCIAL REPORT 

 Paula Kirsh, Treasurer, reminded members that the 
association only contacts cottagers about membership if 
they are known to the association. If anybody in attendance 
knows cottagers on the Lake who are not members, Paula 
encouraged introductions. Dirk Soutendijk proposed 
acceptance of the financials and Paul’s continuance as 
Treasurer, Doug Young seconded, the motion passed 
unanimously. 

IV.   WATER QUALITY REPORT 
 Dirk Soutendijk informed members that water testing 

was now being conducted four times, opposed to every 
other week. The tests determine two key factors; the 
overall health of the lake and E. coli levels to ensure safe 
human consumption. Little Lake Joseph remains one of 
the cleanest Muskoka Lakes. Wesley Beg will be taking 
over water testing responsibilities from Denis Jean Marie. 
Wesley and Dirk will continue to test water quality in 2014.  

V.   LLJA RESEARCH 
 Ian Davidson explained that the previous LLJA Survey was 

conducted 12 years ago. The current survey posed only 
10 questions and should not take longer than 5 minutes 
to complete. So far, there has been a 40% response 
rate. Ian provided hard-copy surveys at the meeting and 
encouraged those in attendance to complete it if they had 
not already done so. Ann reminds all that feedback is 
important as it helps the Board set priorities.   

VI DIRECTOR OPENINGS

 a. Call for Nominations
 Paul Kirsh nominated Wesley Begg. Dirk Soutendijk 

seconded the nomination. Wesley accepted the 
nomination. Ann reminded those in attendance that Dirk 
Soutendijk’s and Denis Jean Marie’s terms had expired, 
but that both men had agreed to stand again. 

 b. Voting for Directors
 Rod Jack proposed a motion to reelect all existing 

Directors and Wesley Begg. Barb McCormick seconded 
the motion. The motion passed; all existing Directors and 
Wesley Begg were elected.

VII PRESENTATION/QUESTIONS FOR SEGUIN   
TOWNSHIP ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 Ann reminded those in attendance that the municipal 
elections will take place during the summer of 2014 and 
that those who are interest in volunteering should contact 
her. 

a. Councilor Doug Sainsbury – Ward 4 
 Township finances are stable; the municipal tax rate was 

decreased by 1% in 2012. Seguin has the lowest tax rate 
of surrounding municipalities. Doug discussed Trash Day 
at the airport, the upcoming no-charge Bulky Item event 
on August 17th at the Transfer station as well as the weekly 
student pickup of hazardous materials. Doug reviewed 
the July 8th court case against Mr. Hammer in which his 
violation of bear feeding bylaws was reviewed. Doug also 
reviewed Seguin Township infrastructure projects; airport 
grants, Stanley House Road maintenance, Rogers cellular 
tree-towers and highway billboards. 

b. Councilor Jack Hepworth – Ward 6
 Jack plans to run for reelection in 2014. His platform 

will focus on the same issues he addressed in his 2010 
campaign; preservation of the natural environment, water 
quality, proper shoreline practices and sing bylaws on 
provincial highways. Jack promised to work hard every 
day to improve Seguin Township and its community. 

c. Questions with Mayor David Conn
 David discussed revenue received from cell towers, 

billboard bylaws, transfer station illegal dumping penalties, 
the importance of recharging cottage fire extinguishers 
and cycling safety education. 

VII CLOSING REMARKS 
 There being no further business a motion to adjourn the 

meeting was made by Ann MacDiarmid and seconded by 
Margaret McCormick.

________________________________________________

Chairman & President 

Ann MacDiarmid

________________________________________________

Secretary 

Geoffrey Cardy
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LittLe Lake joseph assoCiation FinanCiaL report
For the year end August 31, 2013

Income   
 Membership fees 2013 $6,894 
 Investment and other interest 70
 
  Total income 6,964 

Expenses
 Liability & Directors’ Insurance 1,323 
 Phone Directory 2012 952
 Communications  
  Speed limit signage  541 
  Printing  193 
  Membership data base  200 
  Dock drop  75  
 Picnic 2013 641
 Postage, mailings and PO Box 631
 Donations 
  Safer Quiet Boating 500
 Survey  228  
 Annual Meeting 55
 
Total expenses  5,339 

Excess of income over expenses $1,625  

Cash & Investments August 31, 2012   $21,395 
Excess of income over expenses 1,625

Cash and investments   
August 31, 2012 $23,020 

Cash available August 31, 2013 15,927 
Investments at August 31, 2013  
(due Feb. 14, 2014) 7,093 

Cash and term deposits  
August 31, 2013  $23,020

Jack Hepworth Doug Sainsbury
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On a misty morning in Autumn, Audrey Dam 
took this photo of 6 loons off Wesley Begg’s dock.

The 2014 major snow accumulation
created scenes like this



~ 20 ~

LittLe Lake joseph assoCiation ~ Board oF direCtors
 Ann MacDiarmid Carla Woolnough Dirk Soutendijk  
 raptor.comm@rogers.com carlaandscott@rogers.com drsoutendijk@aol.com 
 President (nominated for 2014) Water Testing 

 Paula Kirsh Alf Kwinter Wesley Begg 
 pkirsh@sympatico.ca   alfkwinter@rogers.com  wjbegg@bellnet.c a  
 Treasurer Membership Water Testing

 Mark Johnstone Denis Jean-Marie Geoffrey Cardy  
 jmjohnstone67@yahoo.com  db.birchview@sympatico.ca  geoffrey.cardy@nbpcd.com   
 Co-Secretary  Water Testing Co-Secretary 

 Peter Mackie Paul Koenderman Ian Davidson  
 peterd_mackie@scotiacapital.com  pkoenderman@yahoo.com  ian.davidson@accenture.com  
 Picnic Loon Call Member at large

get involved in Your association

appeal to non-member residents of LLj

You are encouraged to get involved in the Little Lake Joseph Association by running for a position on its Board 
or volunteering to assist with its activities or committees. Each year, there are at least 3 directors whose terms 
end at the LLJA annual meeting. If you are interested in sitting on the Board or volunteering to help with events, 
activities or committees, please contact any one of the existing directors. 

The LLJA is comprised of volunteers who freely give of their time and expertise for the benefit of all.  
We urge those residents who have not joined to do so per the form on the opposite page. It is a great value.
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Little Lake Joseph Association
Box 1268, Station “K”, Toronto, ON, Canada M4P 3E5 

Family Name(s):

Home Address:

City:  Prov. / State:  

Postal / ZIP Code:

Cottage Phone:

Home Phone:  

Business Phone:       

E-Mail:

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 2014

COMPLETE AND MAIL TODAY

The life blood of any association is its members, we urge you to renew your membership or become a new 
member today. All members are encouraged to consider running for a position on the board or volunteering for 
special committees. If you are interested in participating in the association please contact Ann MacDiarmid at 
raptor.comm@rogers.com or 416-253-8954.

The results of the Little Lake Joseph member survey indicated that you would like more frequent and electronic 
communication from your Board of Directors. We are in the process of building a website and will be keeping you 
as up to date as possible on the upcoming municipal election via email. In order to do so, please provide us with 
your current email address here.

____________________________________________________ preferred email address

Please send a cheque for $75.00 payable to the “Little Lake Joseph Association”, with this completed 
form to the above address by March 31, 2014, or such later date as you join.

If you wish further information related to LLJA membership please contact  
Paula Kirsh by email: pkirsh@sympatico.ca

MEMBER ADDRESS INFORMATION New and Additional Information

By completing this form, you will become an official member of the Association in accordance with the 
bylaws of this corporation. Membership will be effective from April 1, 2014 or such later date as you join. 
As a member, you hereby consent that your name and other information may be published from time-to-
time in the Association’s telephone book.

Place label with name and address here

Show changes below if label is incorrect

Annual Dues Enclosed $75.00   o
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Protect Your Loved Ones and Property 

Are your Fire Extinguishers operational? 

 

Fire-Alert recommends that all cottage owners have an ABC dry chemical extinguisher on hand at all times. 

On Saturday July 12, 2014 bring all of your fire extinguishers to the LLJA BBQ to have them serviced and recharged by Fire-
Alert. If you do not have an extinguisher, there will be extinguishers available for purchase.  

There will be qualified and experienced technicians there to evaluate and refill your extinguishers.  Costs will vary depending 
on the size but sample costs appear below. Only extinguishers that meet ULC standards will be refilled.  

Please mark all of your extinguishers clearly with your family name, bring them to the BBQ and they will be tested and 
recharged before you have your dessert!  Refurbished extinguishers will be available for sale at the BBQ. 

Preferably Cash payments  

Recharge Pricing Industrial Grade Refurbished Extinguishers 
2.5 lbs. $15 2.5 lbs. $20 
5 lbs. $20 5 lbs. $25 
10 lbs. $25 10 lbs. $35 
20 lbs. $35 20 lbs. $50 

 
New Extinguisher (Industrial Grade) Pricing 

2.5 lbs. $40 
5 lbs. $60 
10 lbs. $85 

 
Note: a) Not all extinguishers are rechargeable           b) Pricing will vary on refurbished extinguishers 
 

 



Summer - Winter Contrast!
2013/14 winter was one of the most severe for snow 
and perpetual sub-zero temperatures in many years.
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Chris Hill, Treasurer of Aecon Group Inc., connected the dots in casual conversation with Paul Koenderman relative 
to his history in School House Bay.

it’s a small World
by Chris hill (former resident of LLj)

He noted:

We were at the Bell property. Back in the 80s we severed a piece of our property so the Jack’s could get a full 
lot. Most of the other names in the bay have changed since we were there. Kirsh was there, and Davidson, but 
that’s all. I used to cut grass for Carl Dare up the lake, and my dad was friends with the Coons from Burlington 
days. I knew Greg Wilkins across the lake from you from when I worked at Barrick. Of course we knew the 
Jean-Marie’s, Denis fixed our boat many times!

Carl and Ruth Dare enjoying time at their  
Most Favourite Place on Earth, Little Lake Joseph.
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Carl merner dare 1917 - 2014
by paul koenderman

On April 9, 2014, Little Lake 
Joseph lost one of its most 
accomplished and remark-

able residents, Carl Merner Dare, 
at the age of 96. Carl’s cottage on 
Little Lake Joe which has spanned 
some 57 years was his most favou-
rite place on earth. His cottage was 
the site of countless family gather-
ings over those years and the place 
where his children, their spouses 
and eventually his grandchildren all 
had so many memorable and happy 
experiences.

Over Carl’s lifetime, his many in-
terests, initiatives, love of all people 
and generosity touched many and 
in ways that most may not have re-
alized.

Carl’s parents suffered untimely 
deaths due to the Spanish Flu epi-
demic when he was but one year 
old and he was then raised by his 
grandparents. At the age of 16, he 
joined his grandfather’s business, 
The Doerr Biscuit Company, and 
at 24, he became the sole owner- 
operator. The business struggled 
through the effects of the great 
depression and the Second World 
War. It is a tribute to Carl’s leader-
ship and vision that he managed 
to rebuild the moribund enterprise 
to into what is now known as Dare 
Foods, one of Canada’s foremost 
snack food manufacturers. In 2013, 
Dare Foods recognized Carl for an 
incredible 80 years of service from 
1933 to 2013. 

One of Carl’s strongest character-
istics was his insatiable intellectual 
curiosity. His early life circumstanc-
es were such that he was deprived 
of higher education opportunities 
and this resulted in him attach-
ing great importance to education 
throughout the rest of his life. He 

actively encouraged his children 
and grandchildren to get as much 
education as possible. He went on 
to provide many scholarships both 
directly and through his company 
for the offspring of its employees.

Carl was also a community builder 
and philanthropist, although always 
humbly and quietly. Many of our re-
gional institutions have benefited 
from his leadership and generosity 
including, to name just a few, the 
University of Waterloo, the Kitch-
ener Grand River Hospital, Cones-
toga College, the Kitchener Grand 
River Conservation Authority, the 
Ruth Dare Health Clinic in Rosseau, 
the Stratford Festival, the Kitchener 
YMCA, and the K-W Symphony for 
which he had a special passion.

Carl was instrumental in the found-
ing of the University of Waterloo, 
and he was the only surviving 
member of the original Board of 
Governors in 2007 when he was 
awarded an honourary doctorate on 
the occasion of the university’s 50th 
anniversary. Coming as it did on the 
eve of his 90th birthday, this recog-
nition meant the world to him.

At Carl’s memorial service on April 
30th, reference was made to his 
eternal optimism, his love of people 
and his trait of treating everyone as 
important. His love of life and gra-
cious manner was infectious.

Carl generously hosted the LLJA 
picnic at his cottage property for the 
last 18 years. He loved watching the 
young children enjoying the day. 
His granddaughter, Carla, noted 
that in all those years, the picnic 
was never rained out and attributed 
that to Carl’s lucky charm especially 
when the picnic day looked awful 
“iffy” in the AM before the event. 
The Dare family has graciously 

committed to continuing the picnic 
tradition on Carl’s property. 

Carl thoroughly enjoyed his LLJ 
cottage and was noted for making 
sure that any of the extended family 
present on any given day knew that 
happy hour was at 5PM and were 
to join him for his favourite martini 
drink.

My wife Suzanne and I were hum-
bled when we more fully under-
stood Carl’s amazing legacy of ac-
complishments and contributions to 
so many persons, institutions and 
causes. When we first bought our 
property on LLJ in 1987, we noticed 
the “Dare” sign on Jean Marie Road. 
Since we had lived in Kitchener for 
over 20 years, Dare Foods was very 
familiar to us and we wondered 
if there was a connection. As the 
years went on we enjoyed the many 
picnics on the Dare property. More 
recently, we appreciated the conve-
nience of being able to have one of 
our guests treated at the Ruth Dare 
Health Clinic.

I noted that Carl touched many in 
ways that most may not have real-
ized. Both my wife and I are gradu-
ates of the University of Waterloo. 
I personally served many years on 
the U of W Board of Governors and 
only now, we have come to realize 
that Carl was one of the main influ-
encers for establishing the univer-
sity in the first place. Without that 
higher education, my wife and I 
would not likely have ever ended up 
on LLJ. Carl certainly touched our 
life in ways that we had not previ-
ously realized.

On behalf of the residents of Little 
Lake Joseph, we pay tribute to Carl’s 
legacy, his contributions to the qual-
ity of our collective experiences and 
we will remember him always. 
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Walter McCormick at the 2013 AGM.

The McCormicks have generously 
offered their boathouse for the annual 

LLJA AGM for many years in succession.

They have also provided coffee and 
muffins for the meetings.

LLJA Board Members: (from left to right) 
Ian Davidson, Mark Johnstone and  
Geoffrey Cardy at the 2013 AGM.



LittLe Lake joseph 2014

145 Shoreline 
Properties



Float Plane in front of Soutendijks property.


