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I am very pleased to report that Ward 4 
has a new Councillor, Susan Adams, 
who handily won her seat by a three 

to one margin in the by election that 
occurred due to the resignation and 
subsequent death of Councillor Doug 
Sainsbury. 

We look forward to working with Susan 
in the months to come. She has already 
accepted our invitation to attend the 
LLJA Annual Meeting on July 31st, 2016.

This Loon Call brings you two 
obituaries which have impacted all of us 
this year. Councillor Sainsbury’s death 
comes after a long struggle with cancer. 
He served us well and was passionate 
about Seguin. 

In January 2016, we lost fellow LLJA 
Director Paul Koenderman to a tragic 
highway accident. It was Paul who edited, published and directed 
all aspects of the Loon Call newsletter for the past several years. 
Some of his photographs, taken before his death, can be found  
throughout this edition but Paul’s vision and leadership have 
been sorely missed. If you would like to consider becoming 
the new editor and publisher of the Loon Call,  please contact 
any one of the LLJA Directors.

The issues affecting us at the Township of Seguin are 
diverse. I am pleased to report that Seguin Staff report  
No. PW-WD-2016-005 allocated $250,000 from the Capital 
Reserve to improve the Stanley House transfer site. 

This will mean that by the end of this year (work to start 
in September) Stanley House will have a waste receptor 
installed and operational as well as two compacting receptors 
for mixed fibre and blue box materials. The site configuration 
will be exactly like the Turtle Lake handling facility with one 
waste transtor (Rapid Cycle Transfer Station) instead of 4.  
The bad news is we won’t see these improvements until 
after the summer months but in Councillor Jack Hepworth’s  
words - “promises made at the LLJA AGM - promises kept.”

As the Loon Call is coming together there is a very active 
discussion occurring within Council. There is a motion by 
some Councillors to relocate the Seguin Library from the 
Memorial Hall in Rosseau to the Wellness Room at the Ruth 
Dare Nursing Station. The LLJA has opposed this move on 
three bases:  1) The move would cost $60,000 and it is not 
budgeted for. 2) We believe that the Nursing Station and all of 

its facilities should be dedicated to health 
and wellness as originally intended and 
3) We believe that the current location of 
the library in the Memorial Hall is more 
central and accessible for more people 
in the community. There will need to 
be some modifications made to make 
either location more accessible for wheel 
chairs and strollers but hope that Council 
will abandon its interest in making this 
unnecessary move.

The move of the library is just one 
example of some of the issues that have 
split Council in recent months. We hope 
that in the coming months we will see a 
more functional and productive Council 
than we have seen recently. 

Fiscal responsibility and environ-
mental stewardship remain the priorities 
of our Little Lake Joseph neighbours  

and we are counting on all of the Council members to stick  
to those priorities without divisive and hurtful ganging up.

Hollywood is coming to Rosseau this summer with a movie 
being filmed in many of the local buildings. The Memorial 
Hall may be used for some support services such as make 
up, wardrobe and meal serving. Everyone is encouraged to 
stay out of the way as much as possible but to also enjoy  
watching as Rosseau becomes the location for “Eyewitness” a 
10 episode series being filmed by NBC Universal.

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the Little 
Lake Joseph Annual Meeting on Sunday July 31st, 2016 at 
9:00AM at the McCormick cottage. It is a time to meet your 
elected representatives and to catch up on local news. 

The second annual LLJA Cocktail party is being held on 
Saturday August 6th, 2016 from 5 - 7 PM at the Guimaraes 
cottage on School House Bay/33 Blair Point Road. Everyone 
is welcome including your cottage guests and children of  
all ages. Please leave your pets at home. The party will be 
catered by Crossroads and Owen Barney will be providing live 
music once again.

Thank you to everyone who has helped keep the LLJA 
working throughout the year and from chipping in to pull  
this issue of the Loon Call together. Visit us at www.llja.ca  
to stay up to date and send us your comments. Have a 
wonderful safe and respectful summer.  
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LLJA NEWS

COVER PHOTO BY PAUL KOENDERMAN

LLJA Annual Meeting
Sunday July 31, 2016  9:00 AM.

McCormick Cottage – north end of Little Lake Joseph – dark 
brown boathouse with white trim – 13 Jean Marie Road

Come and meet your councillors. Bring your issues and 
suggestions to the meeting. Bring your sun hat from last 
year!!  

   

Little Lake Joe Association 
Cocktail Party

Saturday August 6, 2016 5:00  - 7:00  PM.

Please join us at the Little Lake Joe Association’s Cocktail 
Party.

Everyone is invited (including children and your cottage 
guests) to the LLJA Cocktail Party on Saturday August 6th, 
2016 at the Guimaraes Family cottage at 33 Blair Point Road. 
If coming by boat park at the Guimaraes or MacDiarmid 
docks on the south side of  School House Bay

We will be serving wine, beer and appetizers as well as 
having pop, juice and snacks for the kids. There will be a 
children’s activity for anyone under 14.

Owen Barney will be providing live music once again this 
year - back by popular demand!

We look forward to seeing everyone there !!  

  Owen Barney will be back by popular demand  
to entertain at the LLJA Cocktail Party August 6, 2016

  Deer visit the Guimaraes cottage at 33 Blair Point 
Road - they are a little early for the August 6, 2016 LLJA 
Cocktail Party.  Hope to see you there!
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On January 27th of this year a tragic accident occurred 
on Hwy 400 north. Sadly, Paul Koenderman, a  
Little Lake Joe neighbour, friend and integral 

member of the LLJA Board of Directors was killed. His SUV 
was hit when a wheel flew off a passing truck. As fellow 
Board members we were all shocked by this sudden and 
tragic loss of life. 

Paul was a very active LLJA Board member. He became 
interested in the Little Lake Joe Association after attending 
and participating in an Annual General Meeting. He was 
nominated to the Board by a fellow member to fill a vacancy 
and was elected unanimously on September 1, 2007. 

Paul had several interests while serving on the LLJA Board. 
He was concerned about waves damaging the shoreline  
and was politely critical of the “Power Sector” in Ontario.  
Paul’s wisdom and sober second thought in debates, all  
with a sense of humour, will be sadly missed.

The history of people and how they and their families 
came to Little Lake Joe intrigued him. However, Paul’s main 
passion was the Loon Call. He made the Loon Call what it 
is today - a keepsake magazine which is referred to around 
the Muskoka Lakes as “the gold standard”. Little Lake Joe 
residents look forward to it’s arrival every spring. 

Paul underwrote the cost of the publication and acted as 
its editor-in-chief, spearheading the gathering of articles, 
editing submissions, and co-ordinating the printing. 

IN MEMORIAM - Paul Philip Koenderman
by Lynn Heersink/Susan Paterson

  Suzanne and Paul Koenderman at the 2015 LLJA Cocktail Party

On behalf of the Little Lake Joe Association, Lynn  
Heersink, Susan Paterson and her partner George 
McGonegal attended the memorial service for Paul at  
St. John’s United Church in Oakville on February 5, 2016  
The service was a fitting tribute to an extraordinary human  
being who was much loved by his family, friends and 
colleagues, who clearly had a zest for life and who was never 
to busy to lend a helping hand.

The following tribute to Paul is reprinted with permission 
by his wife Suzanne Koenderman. The Little Lake Joe 
Association has made a donation to  the Rosseau Nursing 
Station in Paul’s memory. 

Paul Philip Koenderman

November 17, 1946 - January 27, 2016

Paul Philip Koenderman was born on November 17, 1946 in 
Dordrecht, Netherlands. 

In July 1950, he boarded a boat with his parents and 3 
sisters destined for Halifax. The Koendermans settled in  
Brooklin, Ontario but later moved to Ajax where Paul split  
his time between working in his dad’s flower shop, 
disassembling lawnmowers and admiring Suzanne  
Gillard. 
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In grade 11, Paul and Suzanne began going steady and in 
1969 they were married after which Paul’s grades at the 
University of Waterloo improved considerably. 

In 1971 Paul graduated and took a job with Babcock and 
Wilcox where he would work for the next 31 years. 

Five years later, in 1976, Paul and Suzanne welcomed their 
son Aaron (Nooner) and two years later baby Julianne 
(Goulie) was born.

Paul’s dad bought some land on Go Home Lake in 
Muskoka in the late 50’s and at age 16 Paul bought a  
simple building “kit” and he and his friends built what  
would become Paul and Suzanne’s family cottage. Later his 
sister Willy and her husband Donnie bought the cottage 
next door and their summers were filled with swimming, 
waterskiing and Muskoka Madness competitions. 

In 1987, Paul and Suzanne bought another cottage on 
Little Lake Joe where the partying could continue in the 
winter months and include many hilarious skit competitions.

In 2002, Paul retired from B&W but shortly thereafter 
started his “fun” career at Aecon where he continued until 
his untimely death. 

In 2007 Paul and Suzanne welcomed their first grandchild, 
Aaron’s son Reed and in 2009 Cameron was born. 

In 2012, Julianne had Aaron Joost (Zeus) and in 2014 Bodie 
arrived making 4 grandsons altogether. Although one set 
lived in Seattle and the other in North Carolina, “Wallipop”  
made extensive efforts to be with his grandchildren for 
birthday’s, Seahawks games, Christmases, Halloweens, ski 
trips or just to hang out and assemble Lego.

He and Suzanne made the decision to knock down the 
Little Lake Joe cottage in 2014 and started construction on 
a spectacular log home so that they could host even more 
extravagant New Year’s parties and accommodate the big 
gangs of people that Paul loved so much. 

On January 27th, 2016 Paul was killed on Hwy 400 on 
his way to that dream cottage where he will now reside for 
evermore.”   

Paul’s main passion was the Loon Call. He made 
the Loon Call what it is today - a keepsake 
magazine which is referred to around the Muskoka 
Lakes as “the gold standard”.

  Honorary Board Member Denis Jean-Marie
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Thank you for your ongoing support for the Rosseau 
and Area Nursing Station. Without the community, the 
nursing station would not have been possible. 

After almost 13 years the Nursing Station has grown into 
a new building, with many more resources, and continues 
to thrive because of instrumental community support! 
This newsletter serves to clarify the services, mandate, and 
purpose of the Nursing Station for all of those who may 
access the Nurse Practitioner for care.

Will the Nursing Station still be open for seasonal 
residents? 
The Nursing Station will continue to serve both year round 
and seasonal residents. You may access the nursing station 
even if you have another primary care provider. 

In previous years the nursing station has operated with 
walk-in hours during the summer months. However, due 
to the increased demand, and growing volume of patients, 
we have changed our weekday summer hours to a by 
appointment basis.

This will allow adequate time, better care, as well as 
ensure primary care patients are seen for ongoing care, rather 
than having to wait hours. In addition, we have added same 
day appointment slots, which run throughout the year. 

We reserve at least one same day appointment, and 
the Nurse Practitioner (Katie Hogue), may see additional 
minor same day appointments if time allows, and she can 
accommodate.

Ruth Dare Health Clinic: Rosseau Nursing Station 
By Katie Hogue

What about the busy summer months?
During the summer months we try to avoid the longer annual 
health exams to accommodate for shorter episodic visits, and 
see more people throughout the day. This helps to alleviate 
some of the pressure on the emergency department as well 
as serve all of our community members, seasonal and year 
round.

We plan on having more same day appointments in the 
summer, without the wait of the walk-in, which will actually 
be more efficient and reduce the pressure on the nursing 
station staff.

Will the Nursing Station still be open on the weekends, 
July and August?
We have been very fortunate to have community donations 
from the Lake Rosseau North Association and other 
community members, which will allow us to open on the 
weekends in July and August. 

The summer weekend hours will remain only if we 
continue to have the community donation support for 
funding, and are able to find contract Nurse Practitioners to 
fill the position. The weekend hours will continue to be walk-
in.

What is our mandate?
The Rosseau Nursing Station is funded by the Primary 
Care Branch of the Ministry of Health and Long Term 
Care. The funding is provided to ensure that local residents 
have access to primary care, particularly if they don’t have  
another provider (ie. Physician or Nurse Pracitioner). 

  Nurse Practitioner and Rosseau Nursing Station Manager, Katie Hogue
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Since 2003, the focus and the funding have changed, 
which can be confusing to people who access the Nursing 
Station. The Nursing Station is funded for only one Nurse 
Practitioner and no other allied health. While we endeavour 
to serve all of the community members, the growing local 
population and full roster of patients makes appointments 
and triaging of care necessary.

What is primary care?
Primary care is the day-to-day healthcare given by a health 
care provider (ie. Physician or Nurse Practitioner). Typically 
this provider acts as the first contact and principal point 
of continuing care for patients, and coordinates other  
specialist care that the patient may need. 

Primary Health Care providers diagnose and treat non-
emergent episodic illnesses and injuries, but focus on health 
promotion, injury prevention. In Canada, each person is 
entitled to a primary care provider.

Annual Service Demographics:  How many people does 
the Nursing Station serve?
The full time Nurse Practitioner, Katie Hogue, has a full roster 
of patients of over 1050 patients without another provider, 
and 250 patients in a shared care model for a total of over 
1300 regular patients. 

In 2015, there were 4083 visits, averaging 340 visits per 
month, which has more than quadrupled since the nursing 
station opened in 2003. The number of monthly visits 
increases an average of 41% between May through October, 
with a 57% influx seen in July. 

What else is new?
As an additional communication tool, we are currently 
developing our interactive website as a branch off of the 
WPSHC website, so community members will be informed 
of any changes at the nursing station. 

There will be an interactive calendar as well which will be 
updated with any closures and will highlight any health 
related events in the community. All six Nursing Stations will 
have their own page. We are anticipating going live by June 
2016.

Hours of Operation
Monday- Thursday :  8:30 am-3:30 pm (By appointment) 

Friday: 8:30 am- 12:00 pm (By appointment) 
Saturday/Sunday July & August only: 8:30 am-3:30 pm (Walk-in) 

Labwork:   
Monday-Friday 8:30 am-10:00 am (labs only by appointment)  

or 9:30 am- 12:00 pm (with longer appointment)

If there are any questions about the Services available, the 
Administrative Assistants, Colleen Ward, and Cathy Hayes, 
would be happy to assist or forward them onto Katie.

Katie Hogue, MN, BScN, NP
Rosseau Nursing Station Manager
West Parry Sound Health Centre- “We Care For People”
Phone: 705-732-1095
Fax: 705-732-1807
Email: khogue@wpshc.com   

The Rosseau Nursing Station 
Needs Your Support
By Brett LaGamba, President  

Lake Rosseau North Association

We need your help!  For the past three years members 
of the Lake Rosseau North Association (LRNA) 
have worked consistently to keep the Ruth Dare 

Nursing Station open on Saturdays and Sundays throughout 
July and August when the population in the Rosseau area 
swells. Our fundraising campaign was known at Rosseau 
EH! referencing Extended Hours at the nursing station.

The results of this extended hours initiative have been 
demonstrable. Weekend hours have reduced the number 
of visits and wait times for the Ruth Dare Nursing Station 
during the week - an important benefit given the increasing 
demand on nursing station overtime. 

In addition, the number of visits to and wait times at the 
Emergency Department at West Parry Sound Health Centre 
on weekends have decreased as non-emergency problems 
have been dealt with more efficiently at the Nursing Station. 
Residents, both permanent and seasonal, have been the 
beneficiaries for the LRNA’s efforts.

I invite you to join forces with our LRNA members in 
helping raise the funds required to keep the Nursing Station 
open Saturdays and Sundays again this year. Together, we 
can maximize our enjoyment of a happy, healthy summer in 
the Rosseau area.

There are several ways that you can contribute to the 
Extended Hours:

Drop a cheque made out to the WPSHC Foundation at 
the Rosseau Nursing Station or the Foundation office at the 
Health Centre in Parry Sound. Please specify on the cheque: 
Rosseau Nursing Station Summer Hours.

Donate on line with a credit card at www.WPSHCF.
com. Please specify Rosseau Nursing Station Summer Hours 
when asked what inspired your donation.

Mail a cheque to:  Foundation, WPSHC, 6 Albert Street, 
Parry Sound, Ontario, P2A 3A4 specifying Rosseau Nursing 
Station Summer Hours.

LLJA has contributed to the Rosseau Nursing Station in 
each of the past 3 years. We encourage you to consider doing 
the same.  
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August 27, 2016 will mark the 141st Rosseau Fall Fair 
making it one of the oldest continuous fall fairs in 
Ontario. The very first Fair was held on October 

1, 1875 and was called the Humphrey and Cardwell  
Agricultural Fall Show. In 1907, the name of the organizing 
agricultural group was changed to the Rosseau Agricultural 
Society, serving the residents of Humphrey, Cardwell, Watt 
and Christie Townships.

The early exhibits were mainly livestock, produce, baking, 
preserves and dry goods. Only preserves made from local 
fruits were permitted to be entered in the competitions. 

Today, the art of preserves, jams and jellies are not 
limited to the use of local fruits and members now embrace 
variety creating their own flavour combinations. Although 
exhibits have changed over the years, the Society has kept 
the traditional methods and entry criteria to encourage 
generations to pass down these skills.

The Fair started out as a one day event with entering, 
judging and public viewing all being packed into the same 
day. It evolved into a three day fair for a few years. 

During the Depression, in 1933, when finances were 
tight, the Fair scaled back to a two day schedule with entries 

Rosseau Fall Fair 
by Kim Stahl with help from Jim and Liz Coons

received the first day; judging and exhibiting on the second 
day. It has remained on this schedule ever since.

The early fairs were typically held the last week of 
September, with a few exceptions in 1882 and 1883, when 
October 10th was the Fair date. The September date  
allowed the local schools to support the Fair with entries. 
School children from Rosseau, Rosseau Falls, Hekkla,  
Orrville and Humphrey marched in a parade with their  
classes to the Fall Fair. 

When the schools were amalgamated in the 1960’s, it 
was no longer possible to continue this tradition. In 2000, 
to celebrate their 125th year, the Agricultural Society 
reintroduced the parade. It continues to lead the community 
to the fairgrounds on fair day every year. In order to enable 
summer residents and guests to attend and exhibit in the 
Fair, the Fair date was moved to the last Saturday before 
Labour Day weekend.

Since 1883, the Fair operated out of the town hall on the 
west side of Parry Sound Road later named Highway 141. 
At the end of 1909, Humphrey Township purchased the 
lots on west Ash Street and east Maple Street to create the 
permanent home for the Rosseau fairgrounds. With the new 
fairgrounds a new exhibit hall was built on the property in 

The Third Change Band at the Fair 
... circa 1990
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1915 and a kitchen was added to this building in 1925 at a  
cost of $175. There was no electricity or running water 
but there was a wood burning cook stove, the biggest  
convenience in the kitchen.

During the 1930’s and early 1940’s, the Department of 
Agriculture provided a large tent to display the exhibits of 
the local school children. The main building collapsed on 
March 2, 1979 from the weight of the snow on its roof. It  
was rebuilt by volunteers using a grant from the township. 
The new building featured an updated kitchen with  
electricity, indoor plumbing and a large exhibit hall.

The Rosseau Fall Fair has retained the charm of a small 
town old country fair. Over the years, the focus of exhibits 
has changed from heavily agricultural to the current focus 
on home crafts, gardening and local produce. Government 
regulations, loss of local farms and insurance costs forced 
the elimination of livestock and poultry exhibits by 1984. 
Financial problems still plague the Fall Fair requiring the 
Agricultural Society to reach out for help.

Exhibit numbers continue to increase in home crafts, 
including knitting, crocheting, quilting and sewing. The 
Junior Fair has become very popular with local children.

It has been relatively easy for the Rosseau Fall Fair to 
keep its old fashioned traditional roots since many of the  
Society’s existing executive is made up of descendants of the 
founding fathers. 

Currently the executive has 4 generations from one family 
and 3 generations from another. Florence Smith, Marg 
Presley and Sharon Fry have sat on the Society Board for  
the past 50 years and Dawn Chisholm for the past 32 years.

The parade marks the opening of the Fall Fair starting at 
10:00 AM from the Ariss farm on Highway 141. It weaves 
through the village and leads everyone to the fairgrounds. 
People are welcomed to the fair, encouraged to view exhibits, 
participate in the attractions, bicycle decorating, log sawing, 
nail driving, races, the petting zoo and the always popular 
frog jumping contest. 

The Third Change Band has entertained the attendees  
at the Fair for the last 29 years providing listening and 
dancing music. Vendors sell their wares while the Society 
provides games of chance for those up to the challenge. 
Exhibits are judged on the Friday before Fair day and  
winners are presented with their trophies at 4:00 PM 
on Fair day. Early fairs included ploughing matches,  
horseshoe pitching, baseball, tugs of war and beginning in 
1918 an evening dance closed the Fair.

This year the Society is planning an outdoor interactive 
movie at the fairgrounds on the evening of August 27th  
to close the 2016 Fair. Watch for this year’s prize lists  
online at www.rosseaufallfair.ca or throughout the Village  
of Rosseau.

See you at the 2016 Rosseau Fall Fair - August 27, 2016.

Many thanks for this wonderful historical article of the 
Rosseau Fall Fair so ably coordinated by Kim Stahl of the Rosseau 
Agricultural Society and the Rosseau Historical Society and 
their members. Rosseau Fall Fair is one of the oldest continuous 
fall fairs in Ontario. It deserves our support and involvement ~ 
Jim Coons

The LLJA made a financial contribution to the Rosseau Fall 
Fair in 2015.  

 Fall Fair petting zoo 2015.

 The Fair Exhibit Hall built in 1915 and collapsed 
March 1979 under heavy snow.
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You may already be aware that  
a disease is threatening one 
of our most common and 

ecologically important trees in our 
local forests.

Beech bark disease has been in 
Canada for close to 100 years but was 
only identified in our area in 2010. 

This disease is caused by an insect 
called the beech scale which is almost 
too small to be seen by the naked 
eye but because it covers itself with 
a white waxy protective coating, the 
presence of this insect can more easily 
be detected. On some trees, virtually 
the whole side of a tree looks like it 
has been coated in white while some 
trees it looks like just a few flakes of 
dandruff.

This beech scale insect feeds 
through the bark which, not only 
creates tiny holes, but alters the cells. 
This allows a pathogen or fungus, 
Neonectria, to enter into the tree and 
become established.  

This results in tissue of the inner 
bark, cambium and outer sapwood 
dying because of cankers. Red fruiting 
bodies emerge through the bark in  
fall, usually in the shape of red ovals 
at first until the fruiting bodies  
become one large red mass.

During the last few days of 
September 2015, the Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestry  
and Westwind Forest Stewardship  
Inc. hosted a cooperative meeting  
with the Quebec Department of  

Beech Bark Disease International Workshop Held in Muskoka
Reprinted with the kind permission of the Westwind Forest Stewardship Inc.

Natural Resources and invited 
specialists from Vermont, New York  
and Michigan.  Discussions ranged 
from the potential for a very small 
percentage of beech trees to be 
resistant to beech scale, to wood uses 
for infected beech, how the disease 
will require forest managers to change 
their plans for individual stands 
and most importantly, the need and 
methods to reduce the amount of 
beech regeneration in our tolerant 
hardwoods stands.

What is particularly alarming is  
that we are seeing trees die very 
quickly in the area, faster than beech 
to the south. This may be due to the 
productivity of our sites or acidity of 
our soils on the Canadian Shield. 

It seems to take only a few years 
from noticing scale on trees to finding 
the red fruiting bodies of the canker 
and seeing the normal dark green 
foliage turn to a light green color and 
finally to the entire tree top dying. 
Certainly, other fungal agents will take 
advantage of such weakened trees and 
hasten the tree’s demise. 

In a monitoring plot of 68 beech 
established south of Baysville by  
MNRF in 2010, 60 were already dead 
by 2014 and in 2015 only a few trees 
remain, and those do not appear 
healthy.

Workshop participants representing 
the forest industry, governments 
and universities agreed to continue 
to share information and it is hoped 

that Quebec and Ontario can work 
on collaborative agreements to better 
manage our northern hardwood  
forests in spite of this disease. 

It is clear that action needs to be 
taken to change our management 
approaches but it also seems 
abundantly clear that our grand- 
children may have few opportunities 
to enjoy the mature, healthy American 
beech that have been such a huge part 
of the ecology of our tolerant hardwood 
forests.  

Barry Davidson, R.P.F., is the Forest 
Manager for Westwind Forest 

Stewardship Inc., a not-for- profit forest 
management company that manages the 

Crown land in the Muskoka, Almaguin 
and Parry Sound areas.
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1. There are no practical control methods 
to combat either the insect or the 
pathogen involved;

2. Only American beech are impacted;

3. Thousands of trees in our area have 
died, are dying or will likely die within 
the next 20 years;

4. Beech bark disease weakens trees 
often resulting in “beech snap” which 
results in large branches or the entire 
tree snapping off creating a hazard in 
areas of human activity ... e.g. parking 
lots, parks, driveways, trails, beside 
buildings;

5. American beech are our most 
commonly encountered and important 
“mast” tree with beechnuts having 
higher protein, fat and fibre contents 
than red oak acorns so they are 
extremely important to many species 
of wildlife including black bear;

A Few Quick Facts:

1. More aggressive harvesting of beech 
in current logging operations will 
occur to salvage material before the 
disease kills the trees ... although  
some beech will still be left for 
immediate beechnut production. This 
aggressive harvesting may leave large 
gaps in the forest canopy than what 
we typically see in our local managed 
forests on Crown land;

2. Because beech is so wide-spread 
and because it is moving so quickly 
through- out the forests of Muskoka- 
Parry Sound and seems to have been 
found in Almaguin, a killing front of 
the disease will certainly happen in 
many areas before any salvage cutting 
can occur;

3. With the expected dramatic reduction 
in beech-nuts over time, wildlife 
populations will undoubtedly be 
impacted and in some cases, wildlife 
may be more likely to venture into 
populated areas looking for food;

Some Forest Management Expectations:

6. American beech will not become 
extinct, they still will be common in our 
northern hardwood forests but not as 
healthy typical specimens but instead 
as small cankered covered individuals;

7. Beech saplings may not be immediately 
affected by the disease however in 
other parts of eastern North America 
it is clear that their future is dismal.  
For a period of time, as the mature 
trees die, the beech saplings can 
shade most other vegetation including  
sugar maple and yellow birch; and,

8. The movement of firewood from 
infected areas to non-infected areas 
is undoubtedly a major contributing 
factor to the spread of the disease to, 
and through-out, our local forests.  
The disease can live on cut logs for up 
to two years.

4. Forest managers such as Westwind 
Forest Stewardship Inc. will need to 
reduce the amount of beech in the 
forest understory to encourage other 
species such as sugar maple, red 
oak, yellow birch and black cherry. 
Participants with a longer history of 
beech bark disease in their home 
forests stressed this point repeatedly 
during the workshop; and

5. Homeowners and managers of 
high public use areas will need to 
consider steps to remove beech from 
areas at greatest risk of becoming a 
safety hazard realize that this is best 
done before the trees die. Managers 
of Killbear Provincial Park north of 
Parry Sound removed hundreds of 
beech trees in 2013 and 2014 from its 
campsites, trails and along roads after 
beech snap caused the upper part of a 
tree to crush two picnic tables in 2013. 
Luckily, no one was on the campsite at 
the time.

Typical healthy specimens of American beech with smooth bark and the ability to grow to 
large mature trees

Beech scale shows up as white tufts on the bark. Bear claw marks indicate that this tree 
was an important mast (beechnuts) supplier for wildlife. Beech bark disease will greatly 
reduce valuable food sources for many species.

Fruiting bodies of beech bark disease are bright red in the fall.

As beech trees die, young beech saplings quickly dominate the forest understory shading out 
most other plants.

This tree may be typical of what a “nice” American beech will look like in our northern 
hardwoods in the future without much ability to develop into a large, healthy specimen.

1

1

2

2

3

3

4

4

5 5
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The 2016 summer cottage season is underway. As LLJ 
residents, we are able to share our piece of heaven 
with family and friends, escape the hustle and bustle 

of everyday life, connect with the environment, slow down, 
watch a sunset or sunrise, read a book, listen to music, take 
a dip in the lake or be out on the water in so many different 
ways. Enjoying activities on, in or near the water is what 
summer is all about.

How Did We Get Here?

We all have our personal history of how we came to call 
Little Lake Joe home. However we ended up here, we are all 
connected by the history that led to the development of the 
Muskoka Lakes.

The Muskoka Lakes have been a vacation destination 
since the late 1800s. The arrival of steamships on the lakes 
enabled tourist pioneers to vacation in the area and Rosseau 
House, the first tourist wilderness camp, was built at the 
head of Lake Rosseau. 

The extension of the railroad to Gravenhurst and the 
The Muskoka Navigation Company steamships enabled 
easier travel to Muskoka and led to the building of the great 
hotels including Rosseau, Royal Muskoka, Windemere, and 
Beaumaris. Little Lake Joe played a part with early vacationers 
as the hotels offered picnic outings by steamship up Little 
Lake Joe to Natural Park.

ON THE WATER - 2016 
By Susan Paterson

As families returned year after year to vacation in 
Muskoka,  they began building cottages near the hotels. 
Initially cottagers relied on rowboats and canoes for daily 
transport and would sometimes row substantial distances. 
Following both World World Wars there was further 
development on the lakes as automobiles lead to increased 
road building and cottages were built further afield from the 
hotel base. Gasoline powered boats meant that getting to the 
cottage was not reliant on steamships and people had more 
autonomy.

Over the years boating on the Muskoka Lakes has become 
a recreational activity and not simply a means of transport to 
the cottage. Boating activities are as varied as the boats and 
boaters who participate and new ways of enjoying the water 
are constantly being discovered. I believe fly boarding is the 
newest fad!!

Safe Quiet Lakes, Boaters Always Care Initiative
The LLJA is a Gold Sponsor of Safe Quiet Lakes whose motto 
is “Be Respectful, Share the Space” 

In 2015, the organization launched the “Boaters Always 
Care Initiative” with three key messages:

1. Boaters operate with caution and courtesy
2. Always keep a 360 degree watch and minimize wake and 

noise
3. Care for passengers, respect regulations and offer PFD’s 

and safety instructions.

Liz McKenzie in her rowing skull 
... north end of Little Joe
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From left to right:

Before: Joel Kirsh, Seth Kirsh, Nathaniel Beutel, Zachary Beutel, 
Ethan Taylor, Ezra Kirsh, Hayden Taylor

Polar Bear Dip at Little Joe - January 1, 2016

From left to right: 

After: Nathaniel Beutel, Hayden Taylor, Joel Kirsh, Zachary Beutel, 
Seth Kirsh, Ethan Taylor, Ezra Kirsh

This sounds simple and should be an initiative that we 
can all support. Unfortunately, this isn’t always the case. As 
power boats have become larger and faster, the large wakes 
created are causing shoreline damage, and docks are being 
swamped. Just travel through the Joseph River Narrows and 
observe how many boats don’t adhere to the posted speed 
limits. 

As I sit on my dock or deck I can see all types of 
recreational boats out enjoying the waters of Little Lake 
Joe. From dinghies, rowboats, canoes, kayaks, paddle boards 
and sailboats to classic wooden boats, PWCs, inboard and 
outboard power boats, fishing boats, ski boats and wake 
boarding boats to name a few. 

Modern technology has also increased the amount of 
noise on the lakes. Boats are equipped with stereos and 
all manner of portable devices enable music to be played 
outside. I’m a bit of a music buff and enjoy all types of music, 
from blues and jazz to classical, rock, folk and indie pop. 

I must admit that rap, punk and heavy metal are not my 
personal preference but I do listen to it when the younger 
generation is around in small doses!!. 

I also enjoy the quiet and listening to the woodpecker 
that has taken up residence on Blair Point and watching and 
listening to the loons call for each other in early morning. 
We should all be aware that sound travels on the water and 
that perhaps our musical preferences aren’t those of our 
neighbours. 

We are very fortunate that we have no commercial 
establishments on LLJ. We can enjoy our “quieter” waters and 
yet have access to the bigger busier lakes.  While we all want 
to enjoy our favourite boating activity we must be conscious 
of safeguarding the environment and each other.

So please be considerate, educate your families, renters 
and guests , display the Safe Quiet Lakes Boaters Code and 
In the words of Aretha Franklin, “R.E.S.P.E.C.T...Respect, just 
a little bit” should be a sentiment we can all get behind this 
summer.   
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This is the story of my dear 
friend Laura who grew up 
enjoying the beauty of Little 

Lake Joseph with her family at her 
grandparent’s cottage, Chadwick 
and Christine Mather.  

The Mather family bought a 
property on Bumblebee Road back 
in the early 1960s where Chadwick 
and his son, David, built their 
family cottage on together.  

The cottage was enjoyed by the 
Mather’s, both their 
children – David 
and Barb, and later 
by the grandchildren 
when they came 
along in the late 60s/
early 70s.  David had 
become a doctor 
and continued to 
be a competitive 
swimmer with 
the University of 
Toronto, along with 
being an avid scuba 
diver.  In the summer 
of 1972 he went out 
for a dive in Little 
Lake Joe and never 
returned.  The boat 
he had gone out in 
was found. 

However, after 4 
days of dragging the lake, David’s body was never located.  
The family greatly mourned his loss but they were able to 
continue enjoying countless summer’s on the lake.  

When Chadwick and Christine decided to move to 
Florida they sold the cottage in the late 1980s.  A couple of 
years later Chadwick passed away and Christine, with her 
daughter Barb and the grandchildren, took his ashes up 
to Muskoka and scattered them on Little Lake Joe where  
he had requested to be prior to dying, close to his son and  
the place that they had all loved so much.

Flash forward 20+ years where I met my new neighbour 
and now close friend Laura who, through conversation of 
my travels to the cottage on a frequent basis, we discovered 
that the place that I was now enjoying through my marriage 
into the Johnstone family was the same place where she  
held such great memories from her childhood on LLJ – such 
a small world!  

3 Generations Back Together on Little Lake Joe 
by Julie Johnstone

A few years ago her grandmother, 
Christine Mather, died and Laura 
talked of wanting to put her ashes 
to rest with her beloved son and 
husband in the lake.  

I hold a weekend with a group 
of girlfriends every year during the  
Bala Cranberry Festival in October 
at the cottage and we decided that 
would be a good time for Laura 
to join us on Little Lake Joe and  
scatter her grandmother’s ashes.  

As Laura and 
I drove up that 
weekend and were 
on Jean Marie Road 
nearing the cottage, 
she hit the brakes 
as we were passing 
Bumblebee Road 
as there, low and 
behold was the 
Mather family sign 
still posted in the 
trees 25 years after 
they had left the 
lake.  She couldn’t 
believe it was still 
there after all of 
this time! The next 
morning we drove 
down Bumblebee, 
found the spot 
closest to where 
their cottage once 

was, and walked through the forest down to the water.  

As she scattered her grandmother’s ashes across the 
lake she had loved so much, the sun came out and caused a 
rippling sparkle across the water.  It was a touching moment 
for us both.  She felt that the elements were letting her know 
that Christine was now at peace as she was reunited with her 
son and husband on the lake that they enjoyed so much and 
where they had made such great memories.  

Laura has thanked me many times that because of our 
friendship she now also gets the opportunity to visit her 
family on Little Lake Joe when she spends time with us at 
the cottage.  Three generations have been joined again in a 
place of such great beauty.   

 Photo:The author (bottom second from right) 
with her friends including Laura (top second 
from right).
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Seguin Fire Boat 
by Carla Woolnough

It officially started in 2014 with the idea and plan to 
fundraise for a much needed fire boat. Over the next  
year the Seguin Fire Department was able to raise  

enough money to purchase a 24 ft Stanley Plusecraft with a 
300 HP Mercury outboard.

In July 2015 the boat was officially launched at the  
Rosseau Marina and is docked there and ready for calls. 

It is fully equipped with all necessary equipment like 
a marine and fire radio, 360 degree lighting, emergency 
lighting, medical equipment an impressive 550 gallon per 
minute pump with 2 attack lines, supply line and mounted 
monitor nozzle.

The fire department plans to use this boat for both 
medical and fire calls when trucks are unable to reach  
the location or they can be first on scene. 

Many times throughout the season the fire firefighters 
will be out on the lake training and honing their skills.

Next time you are in Rosseau make sure to stop by the 
docks and check out the boat.  

Your Association (LLJA)  
Has Its Benefits!

Your membership in the LLJA brings you this Loon Call, 
LLJA.ca, the Annual Cocktail Party, ongoing water 
testing and a voice at the local and regional tables 

where important issues are being discussed.

This year,  the Loon Call is only being mailed to members 
of the LLJA.  If you know of anyone who would like to 
receive a copy of the Loon Call and who didn’t receive one 
this year,  please give them the Membership form on page 26 
and encourage them to join the Association.  Their Loon Call 
will be mailed as soon as their membership becomes active.  
They can also join us at LLJA.ca.

Photographers are needed!!

We need photos for the next issue of the Loon Call so 
please record your activities and send us your favourite 
photos.  You will note that many of the photos in this year’s 
Loon Call are fuzzy.  We need hi resolution photos to improve 
the quality of our product so please send us your submissions 
in the highest resolution possible or put them on a memory 
stick for use in the 2017 Loon Call. Funny, serious, nature or 
people.  We like them all!!  

  Madeline MacCharles parties with her neighbours
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Wesley Begg and Dirk 
Soutendijk tested our lake 
water again last summer for 

clarity, temperature and phosphorous 
but not for bacteria (E-Coli).  Our 
partner in water testing, the Muskoka 
Lakes Association (MLA), has 
temporarily discontinued testing 
for bacteria (E-Coli) in spite of our 
objections. 

Our phosphorous levels have 
consistently been above the MLA 
established maximum concentrations 
in past years. Last summer the Little 
Jo levels dropped back to be just under 
the MLA maximum level. 

We have blamed the prior years’ 
elevated levels on the water input from 
the large swampy areas which drain 
the results of decaying vegetation into 
our lake. We really can not explain the 
reduced levels last year.

Increased phosphorous does 
not represent a health risk but can 

contribute to a lack of clarity of our 
lake water as well as algae and weed 
growth. Our clarity so far , however, 
continues to be pretty good. 

Our sechi disc measurements 
(which show how deep we can see an 
object) continue to demonstrate that 
in the middle of the lake we could see 
down to 4 and 5 meters which is very 
acceptable. 

However, we continue to notice 
more and more algae growth around 
the shore lines. We clearly need to 
continue to monitor these levels. The 
drop to acceptable levels last year 
hopefully will continue.

Our lake was not scheduled for 
bacteria (E-coli) testing last summer 
but I have confirmed with the MLA 
that we will recommence this sampling 
this summer. 

Excessive bacteria can indicate 
correctible situations (for example, 

Water Quality
By Dirk Soutendijk

leaking septic systems) and, more 
important, cause serious health issues. 

Accordingly, even though our 
bacteria numbers in past years have 
been very satisfactory, it is nevertheless 
important that we continue to watch 
out for this dangerous bacteria.  

  Mary Soutendijk supervises  
with Wesley Begg as the  

water testing proceeds.

  Wesley Begg and Dirk Soutendijk test water for clarity and bacteria
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Minutes of
LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING

August 2nd, 2015

1. Ann MacDiarmid welcomed attendees and quorum is 
established and the following guests are welcomed:  

a) Councillor Jack Hepworth, Chris Madej, CAO Seguin 
Township, Greg Wilkinson, Safe Quiet Lakes. Mayor 
Gibbon and Councillor Doug Sainsbury sent their  
regrets.

The Minutes of the 2014 Annual General Meeting were 
approved as printed in the 2015 Loon Call.

2. Alf Kwinter updated attendees on the Membership: 

a) about 75% of properties are members which is a 
good result

b) Alf and the board will continue to push for increased 
membership. 

c) Alf has 9 kmh signs for anyone who has issues with 
aggressive boaters near their shores.

3. Paul Koenderman was introduced by Ann and thanked 
for his generous work producing another excellent Loon 
Call. Paul requests that members contribute family 
stories of their lives at the lake, photographs.

4. Carla Woolnough updated members on the successful 
first LLJ Cocktail party. Ann thanked Carla and the Dare 
family for hosting the event, which included live music 
and was catered by Crossroads. It was a success and 
the general opinion is that it was a good change from 
the picnic given the demographics, while still offering a 
friendly atmosphere for families and neighbours to enjoy 
a community gathering.

5. Ann updated members on the Hemlock Looper spraying 
for 2015. The Association did not sponsor the spraying, 
but rather provided information to members. The 
voluntary take up was significantly  less than in 2014, but 
the conditions were good this year for the application of 
the spray.

6. Dirk and Wesley continue to perform water testing in 
2015. Dirk described how the MLA has decided that 
LLJ does not need to test this year for e-coli bacteria 
due to our good results.We continue to be tested for 
phosphorous. Last year there were some indications 
of bacteria. The board would prefer that we continue 
to do the broader testing including bacteria and if the 
MLA does not agree, the board may decide to fund the 

additional testing again in 2016, for a nominal cost, as we 
did before the full testing for bacteria and phosphorous 
began years ago.

7. Ann provided an update on the LLJA.ca website and 
encouraged members to log on and use the site. The 
Loon Call archives are also accessible on the site.

8. Paula Kirsh provided an overview of the balance sheet 
and income statement of the association and the motion 
to approve the financial statements was carried. In 2015 
the board  voted to make a donation of $500 to the 
Rosseau Nursing Station, via West Parry Sound Health 
Centre, in memory of Dr. William McIntosh. 

9. Ann MacDiarmid and Ian Davidson stood for re-election 
and were unanimously re-elected for a 3 year term.

10. Susan Paterson stood to join the board of the LLJA and 
was approved and welcomed for a 3 year term. Ann 
offered attendees to notify any board member if they 
would like to join.

11. Greg Wilkinson of Safe Quiet Lakes discussed the 
modus operandi and efforts of SLQ to promote safety 
and considerate boating in Muskoka. Questions were 
asked about enforcement and Greg explained that SQL 
is about education and partnerships to enhance the 
mutual enjoyment of our waterways.

12. Chris Madej CAO of Seguin, and Jack Hepworth (on 
behalf of himself and Doug Sainsbury) provided a 
detailed overview of the issues affecting Seguin including 
our waste transfer station,  bears, the Airport/ Annual 
fly in, policing, staffing, taxes . Jack’s reports including 
his and the Mayors comments at the meeting can be 
found at  http://www.jackhepworth.ca/. Members had 
questions about increased bear sightings, management 
of the Stanley House transfer station and downloading 
of Police service costs onto the township. Township 
finances are in good condition with a surplus forecast 
in July of $155,823. The combined tax rate is down 
1.3%. Ann thanked the officials for their hard work and 
representation at Seguin.

Ann adjourned the meeting.

Mark Johnstone, Secretary, 
Little Lake Joseph Association  

13 Jean Marie Road - McCormick Cottage

Board Attendees: Ann MacDiarmid, Dirk Soutendijk, Paula Kirsh, Alf Kwinter,  
Paul Koenderman, Ian Davidson, Wesley Begg, Carla Woolnough

Absent:  Geoffrey Cardy, Lynn Heersink



~ 18 ~

I interviewed Robert Lantos at his cottage last fall. Robert’s 
cottage is next to us and on a point which looks directly 
at Birch Island. He purchased his cottage in 1995 and 

subsequently purchased Birch Island to protect his view.

After graduating from McGill University, Robert embarked 
on a career in the film industry and, by any measure, has 
been a tremendous success. He has produced over 40 feature 
films as well as numerous made-for-TV dramas. 

Recognized as a significant contributor to the arts in 
Canada, he is an inductee in the Canadian Film and Television 
Hall of Fame and a recipient of the Royal Canadian Academy 
of the Arts Award. Robert has been awarded the Order of 
Canada.

“Muskoka is my retreat”, states Robert. While he has 
seen many beautiful places and stayed at really great resorts 
all over the world, he states that none give him the same 
wonderful sense of comfort that he has in Muskoka. “This is 
the place where I feel most serene”, says Robert. He noted 
that his son regards the cottage as his home and I sensed that 
Robert may have felt that also.

When asked what issues the Little Lake Joseph Association 
should be most concerned with in the future, he replied that 
maintaining good water quality was to him most important. 

He noted that several recent visitors had experienced ear 
and eye infections after swimming and hoped that these 
infections do not happen again. Also, Robert is not pleased 
with the ever increasing water traffic near his cottage nor 
with the resulting noise. He mentioned that some time ago 
he was almost hit by a personal water craft (PWC) while he 
was swimming to Birch Island. 

The PWC had been going much too fast to see a nearby 
swimmer. We both agreed that water traffic going around 
Birch Island should not exceed the maximum allowed 9KM 
speed limit.

At the conclusion of our discussion, Robert noted that he 
was pleased that the lake had an active Association. I noted 
that the Association strongly agreed with it’s members that 
water quality was the most important issue on which to 
focus and that the Association also strongly supported the 
reduced speed required when motoring close to  shore (and, 
therefore, going around Birch island). 

I also noted that the Association’s directors had discussed 
what it could do to cause a reduction of the noise level created 
by the ever increasing size of boats on our lake but that we 
had not found a way to accomplish that. (Suggestions from 
all are welcome on how to address the issues of noise and 
excessive boat speeds and wakes.)                                                             

Our Neighbour ... Robert Lantos 
by Dirk Soutendijk
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  Flooding and high water 
damaged many roads 
throughout Muskoka  

- this on Highway 141  
near Muskoka Woods - 

March 31, 2016.
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The Barney Family - School House Bay
by Lisa Barney

The Barney’s have been in Muskoka for 33 years. Carol 
and Vern Barney (Brian’s parents) bought on Lake 
Joseph in 1983. They are still there on Craigie Lea Road 

across from Eagle Island.

Brian and I purchased our cottage in July of 2009 on 
beautiful Little Lake Joe. We are at 25 Bellbowen Road in 
School House Bay.

We live in Toronto ... Brian is a born and raised  
Torontonian. I am a born and raised Albertan. I am originally 
from Edmonton, Alberta and I moved to Toronto in 1988. 
I grew up spending my summers at a lake just outside of 
Edmonton (Pidgeon Lake) and I loved every minute of it. 
That being said, I don’t think anything can compare to the 
Muskokas. From the time we were first together, Brian and 
I were lucky enough to spend time at his parents cottage 
just around the corner. Our kids also had the luxury in their  
early days of spending their summers up at their  
grandparents cottage. In the spring of 2009 we stumbled 
upon the property in School House Bay and immediately 
fell in love with it. The deal came together very quickly and 
here we are. We never looked elsewhere, we always loved  
the charm and peacefulness of our “little” lake and had no 
desire to be anywhere else…it was time to start creating our 
own family memories with our own cottage.

We love it, our kids love it. I have the good fortune of 
being up at the cottage with the kids for the majority of the 
summer.

Our first son, Noah is 17 years old. Noah would live at the 
cottage if it was a possibility - he loves it up there that much. 
Noah will be working this summer at the Pride of Rosseau, 

as he did last summer. Noah is currently in grade 11 at Royal 
St. Georges College and is an avid hockey player and golfer.

Our daughter Jennifer is 12 years old and she goes to 
St. Clements School where  she is in grade 7. Jennifer is 
definitely not an avid golfer but we are all working on her. 
Jennifer is a gymnast and a dancer who you will often find on 
the trampoline near the front of the cottage.

Owen, our second son, is 15 years old. He too goes to 
school at Royal St. Georges College and is currently in grade 
10. Owen is an avid golfer as well. If you attended the Little 
Lake Joe cocktail party last year, you will know that he is 
also very passionate about music. Owen is a singer/guitar 
player. In addition to playing at the cocktail party last year, 
he also played a couple of gigs at the Windermere Golf and 
Country Club and has already been booked for some dates 
this coming summer including again at the Little Lake Joe 
cocktail party taking place on Saturday, August 6th. Owen 
has also had the good fortune of playing his first 3 gigs ever 
in Toronto this past fall and winter.

Below are links to a couple of Owen’s you tube videos.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21SAQLz4rBE
https://youtu.be/bJqhphP-LXc
https://youtu.be/m3Rodg5pE74

A special thanks to the Barney family for telling us about 
themselves and their Little Lake Joseph story. We hope that  
this will be the first of many such family stories in future Loon 
Calls - how did your family come to Little Lake Joseph? Will  
you write for us next year?  

   Dad, Brian, Jennifer, Noah, Owen and Mom Lisa Barney



~ 21 ~

LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION FINANCIAL REPORT
For the year end August 31, 2015

Income   
 Membership fees 2015 $7,185 
 Investment and other interest 112
 
  Total income 7,297 

Expenses
 Cocktail Party 2015 4791
 LLIA Hats  1678
 Loon Call 2015 1124
 Liability & Directors’ Insurance 1386
 Communications 840
 Donations ... Rosseau Nursing Station 500

Total expenses  10,319 

Excess of expenses over income $(3,022) 

Cash & Investments August 31, 2014   $23,953
Excess of expenses over income (3,022)

Cash and investments   
August 31, 2015 $20,931 

Cash available August 31, 2015 13,723
Investments at August 31, 2015 
(due Feb. 14, 2016) 7,208 

Cash and term deposits  
August 31, 2015  $20,931
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  Shinny at Little Joe - School House Bay  Bear Swimming across the lake
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Doug Sainsbury, Airport 
Commissioner and Chair and 
Ward 4 Councillor passed away 

March 2, 2106 after a 3 year struggle 
with cancer. He resigned his seat on 
Seguin Council on January 25, 2016 
citing the loss of his full voice that made 
his participation in Council meetings 
virtually impossible.

Sainsbury was first elected 12 years 
ago and was acclaimed in the 2014 
election. Over the years he’s been 
lauded for improvements at the Parry 
Sound and Area Municipal Airport that 
created an industrial park to bring new 
businesses and jobs to the region.

Of the seven members of council 
elected in 2014, Sainsbury was the 
longest sitting official. The same 
election put three new councillors at 
the table.

“He had a long history, and Doug 
was always a very strong contributor to 
council,” said Mayor Bruce Gibbon. “

“He had a lot of passion, a lot 
of enthusiasm and Doug also had a  
great ability to cut through very complex information and  
tell you exactly what was going on, which I always  
appreciated … Doug had an amazingly quick wit and sense 
of humour.”

Sainsbury stated that “Mayor Gibbons needs someone in 
my chair that can support his continuance of the good work 
that was accomplished over the last 12 years. 

Unfortunately without someone strong in my chair the 
Township runs the risk of slipping back into the murky past 
we worked so hard to overcome. I believe the by-election will 
attract someone that will help maintain the status quo and 
keep the Township on track.”

Sainsbury first won the council seat in 2003 to represent 
an area that includes the north end of Lake Joseph and 
ends at the Muskoka borders in the west and south. Since 
then he’s most notably chaired the Parry Sound and Area 
Airport commission, and held positions the Committee of 
Adjustment, Finance Committee and 911 Committee.

Despite not being a pilot, Sainsbury took to the airport 
where he felt he would make a contribution while working 
with likeminded individuals who became his friends over  
the years. 

Sainsbury oversaw the six stages 
of the industrial park development, 
attracting new businesses, creating 70 
full time jobs, plus two new positions 
with the airport itself, along with 
cutting in half operation payments from 
Seguin and Parry Sound.

The work was recognized in  2014 
with the Ontario Association of 
Community Futures Development 
Corporation’s (OACFDC) Community 
Economic Development Award. 

“We are now the only municipal 
airport in Ontario that is profitable,” 
Sainsbury said at the time.

The airport is expanding again,  
with funding requests put out in 
December 2015 of $405,000 apiece 
from FedNor and the Northern Ontario 
Heritage Fund to construct a new 
building to attract another business  
and expansion of the on-site flight 
school.

Looking back over his time in office, 
Sainsbury said he was proud of the 
township’s finances and environmental 

position and spoke highly of township staff implementing 
council’s objectives.

While it’s been a memorable time for observers Sainsbury 
himself most remembers meeting those he represented. 

“I enjoyed the three Lake Association meetings I  
attended each year to meet face-to-face with the ratepayers 
who put their trust in me,” wrote Sainsbury. “Lake Joseph 
North Association, Little Lake Joseph Association and  
Trout Bay Association. “

“I found these meetings were important to remind me 
why I was a councillor and what was expected of me.” 

From those ratepayers he received letters praising the 
work he’d done and bemoaning his loss at the council table. 

Susan Adams has been elected to succeed Doug as  
Ward 4 Councillor in the by election.  

Ward 4 Councillor Doug Sainsbury  
with excerpts from The Parry Sound North Star

“ He had a lot of passion, a lot of enthusiasm and Doug 
also had a great ability to cut through very complex 
information and tell you exactly what was going on, 
which I always appreciated … Doug had an amazingly 
quick wit and sense of humour.” - Mayor Bruce Gibbon
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LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION ~ BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Ann MacDiarmid Carla Woolnough Dirk Soutendijk  
 raptor.comm@rogers.com carlaandscott@rogers.com drsoutendijk@aol.com 
 President Social Convener Water Testing 

 Paula Kirsh Alf Kwinter Wesley Begg 
 pkirsh@sympatico.ca   alfkwinter@rogers.com  wjbegg@bellnet.c a  
 Treasurer Membership Water Testing

 Mark Johnstone Denis Jean-Marie Geoffrey Cardy  
 jmjohnstone67@yahoo.com  db.birchview@sympatico.ca  ggeoffreywcardy@gmail.com  
 Secretary Honorary Member at Large Website

 Lynn Heersink Susan Paterson Ian Davidson  
 laheersink@gmail.com  susan.paterson1@gmail.com  ianmdav@gmail.com  
 Member at Large Member at Large Member at Large

Get Involved In Your Association

Appeal to Non-Member Residents of LLJ

You are encouraged to get involved in the Little Lake Joseph Association by running for a position on its Board 
or volunteering to assist with its activities or committees. Each year, there are at least 3 directors whose terms 
end at the LLJA annual meeting. If you are interested in sitting on the Board or volunteering to help with events, 
activities or committees, please contact any one of the directors. 

The LLJA is comprised of volunteers who freely give of their time and expertise for the benefit of all.  
We urge those residents who have not joined to do so per the form on page 26. It is a great value.
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Save the date!

The Event of the Summer!
in support of Muskoka Conservancy

Sunday, August 21st
at the Muskoka Lakes Golf & Country Club

Don't be disappointed. his event will be sold out.

The Muskoka Conservancy is Muskoka's land trust that protects over 
2,300 acres and 34,000 feet of shoreline including some of Muskoka’s 

most precious natural heritage. 

This is the event to help Muskoka Conservancy protect 
Muskoka's wild spaces.

Entertainment and tapas style cocktail dinner 
Live Art Auction - Silent Auction

Emcee: actor Harry Hamlin

Muskoka Conservancy is a registered charity. Donation receipts will be 
available.

To receive your personal invitation
contact ed e muskokaconservancy or

 The Muskoka Conservancy is holding its second ‘Muskoka on 
the Edge’ fundraiser, August 21 at the Muskoka Lakes Golf & 
Country Club.

The first event was sold out in hours, so if you’re interested, 
putting your name on the invitation list is strongly 
recommended.

There will be entertainment and a Tapas style cocktail party 
with a live and silent auction. Actor Harry Hamlin will emcee.

The Muskoka Conservancy is Muskoka’s land trust that 
protects over 2,300 acres and 34,000 feet of shoreline including 
some Muskoka’s most precious heritage. The money raised at 
this event will help the Muskoka Conservancy protect Muskoka’s 
wild spaces.

Email: edge@muskokaconservancy.org to get on the invi-
tation list and receive a notice when tickets go on sale.

Donation receipts will be available.

Visit:  http://muskokaconservancy.org/ for more informa-
tion or call the office at 705) 645-7393.  

Plan to Attend Muskoka On The Edge

Your Elected Representatives
Mayor Bruce Gibbon         gibbonbruce@gmail.com  
 705-378-5533

Councillor Susan Adams   susanadams05@hotmail.com 
Ward 4 705-774-3054

Councillor Jack Hepworth   hepworthjack@gmail.com  
Ward 6 705-346-4415
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Little Lake Joseph Association
Box 1268, Station “K”, Toronto, ON, Canada M4P 3E5 

Family Name(s):

Home Address:

City:  Prov. / State:  

Postal / ZIP Code:

Cottage Phone:

Home Phone:  

Business Phone:       

E-Mail:

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 2016

COMPLETE AND MAIL TODAY

The life blood of any association is its members, we urge you to renew your membership or become a new 
member today. All members are encouraged to consider running for a position on the board or volunteering for 
special committees. If you are interested in participating in the association please contact Ann MacDiarmid at 
raptor.comm@rogers.com or 416-567-6112.

The results of the Little Lake Joseph member survey indicated that you would like more frequent and electronic 
communication from your Board of Directors. Please provide us with your current email address here.

____________________________________________________ preferred email address

Please send a cheque for $75.00 payable to the “Little Lake Joseph Association”, with this completed 
form to the above address as soon as possible.

If you wish further information related to LLJA membership please contact  
Paula Kirsh by email: pkirsh@sympatico.ca

MEMBER ADDRESS INFORMATION New and Additional Information

By completing this form, you will become an official member of the Association in accordance with the 
bylaws of this corporation. Membership will be effective from April 1, 2016 or such later date as you join. 
As a member, you hereby consent that your name and other information may be published from time-to-
time in the Association’s telephone book.

Place label with name and address here

Show changes below if label is incorrect

Annual Dues Enclosed $75.00   �
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LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH 2016

145 Shoreline 
Properties



Photo by Paul Koenderman: Sunrise from his dock.  
This issue of the Loon Call is dedicated to Paul.


