Loon Call
2010

little
lake
joseph
a s s o c i at i o n

Little Lake Joseph Association
Box 1268, Station “K”
Toronto, ON Canada M4P 3E5

Loon Call 2010
l i t t l e l a k e j o s e p h a s s o c i at i o n
Annual Meeting
Page 11

Financial Report
Page 14

President’s Message

In Memoriam
Page 9

Dirk Soutendijk

For over 2 years a committee of Don Fleming, George Teichman and myself have been working to amend
our Official Plan (herein after “OP”) to prohibit commercial tourist development on our lake.
The OP already severely restricts
back lot development, meaning a
bunch of cottages on the back of
a piece of property, with all those
cottages sharing a common dock. The
OP also already prevents commercial
development on “small” lakes (we
were a “medium” Lake) unless the
developer owns the entire shoreline
of that lake. Otherwise, the OP
generally encourages all other types of
development, imposing requirements,
of course. We presently do not face
any threat of such a development, but
when no specific project is proposed is
the best time to “fix” the OP to prevent
any type of commercial development
on Little Lake Joe.
After numerous meetings with the
Mayor and two successive Township
Planners, we hit upon an easy way to
“fix” our problem. Why not re-classify
our Lake, presently a “medium” size
lake, to a “small” lake designation,
thereby
automatically
restricting
commercial development. This was
the “brainstorm” of Chris Madej,
Planning Officer of the Township. The
Township Council made this change
last October so that from now on
commercial development, such as a
resort, a bed & breakfast, or a marina,
for example, would be very difficult, if
not impossible.
Thanks to Don Fleming and George
Teichman for their time and energy on
this matter. Both of these neighbours

are developers by profession so it is
particularly gracious for these two
developers to have assisted so much
in making development impossible.
Thank you, Don and George on behalf
of all of us. Please give each of them a
hug when you see them next.
Last year we arbitrarily divided the
Board of Directors into three groups, so
that, from now on, only one-third of
the Board will be up for election each
year, and for a 3-year term. This will
add to the stability of our Board and
the continuity of its members. This year
group #1 (Susan Higgins, Denis JeanMarie, Mark Johnstone and Paula Kirsh)
are up for election to full 3-year terms.
In addition, each of our Board members
was assigned an area of responsibility
(other than two new directors who are
designated “At Large”).
A complete list of Board members
and their areas of responsibility
are listed on page 14. Please direct
any questions or suggestions you
may have to the appropriate Board
member.
Last year we also added three of
our neighbours to the Board, Ann
MacDiarmid, Susan Higgins & Shelley
Mackie. We are extremely fortunate
to have such talented neighbours as
Directors.
Last year we also continued our
water quality monitoring as part of the
MLA water quality program. We did,
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however change our three bacteria
test spots to mid-lake rather than the
three near-shore spots the MLA had
suggested. We did this because these
tests form the basis of a water quality
assessment for the entire lake and
near-shore tests are unduly influenced
by different near-shore conditions and,
therefore, do not reflect the condition
of our entire lake as well as mid-lake
tests. Please see page 3 for more on this
matter.
This year, our energies will be
focused on the November elections
and we are enormously grateful to
have the help of Ann MacDiarmid for
this. (Please see page 3 for more on this
important election).
Jim Solomos elected to retire from
our Board last year, after serving literally
since the inception of our Association.
We will miss Jim’s substantial
contributions to our group but we are
consoled that he has committed to
help us with any endeavour for which
we might need his assistance. Thank
you for your contributions to our
deliberations, Jim.
Finally, we are very appreciative of
the work of Paul Koenderman in the
publishing of this 2010 as well as 2009
“Loon Call.” His work on both issues
and his covering of all expenses is truly
generous and wonderful. Thank you
Paul!

2010 Water Testing
By Dirk Soutendijk

Although we continue to be part of the
MLA water testing program, we are no
longer doing exactly what the other
lakes are doing. In brief, we are now still
taking 3 bacterial samples but at midlake locations rather than at near- shore
locations because we believe that this
more closely results in readings that are
indicative of the condition of the entire
lake. Near-shore samples are useful
when a lake is tested for a specific nearshore location such as a resort. Mid-lake
sites are more useful for tests that are
most relevant to conditions of the entire
lake.
How did we come to this conclusion?
For the six years prior to 2008 we tested
five different near-shore locations which
provided consistently excellent water
quality results. Our water quality was
so good, and consistently good, that the
MLA chose not to test us any more in
2008.This year we rejoined by paying for
the testing. (although we have still not
been billed for this.)
So in 2009, rather than simply take
the prior, always good, near-shore
samples, we chose to take different
samples near-shore, sites in close
proximity to areas where swamps flow
into our lake, and also at the point where
our lake flushes out to Lake Joseph. The
results at these new locations showed
us to be not so good at all.
On June 26, we tested not only the
“new” locations but also 3 of the “old”
locations and one site in the middle of
the lake. The“new”locations on that day
showed us to be not so clean at all while
the “old” locations, on that same day,
showed us to be crystal clean. The midlake test showed us to be of average
water quality, a good overall result given
the different near-shore samples.
The obvious conclusion from all
of this was that near-shore testing
has no direct relevance to the overall
condition of the lake. For this reason,
we concluded that near-shore testing
should be limited to specific near-shore
areas and not be used to estimate a total
condition of a lake.

During the remaining test times
during 2009, we tested at three locations
in the center of the top 1/3rd, the middle
1/3rd and the lower 1/3rd of the lake
and these latter results were turned in
to the MLA to be used to assess the
overall condition of our lake.
While we believe that our testing
is more relevant to the total condition
of our lake, MLA still tests all of the
other lakes the wrong way. When we
compare our overall results to those of
the other lakes, we must be careful to
remember that we are doing it correctly
while the others are not.

I have discussed the above with the
MLA director in charge of the water
testing program and with the outside
consultants to the MLA. While they all
seem to agree with me that our way of
doing the testing yields better total lake
results, they have not, to my knowledge,
made any changes to their program.
Oh well, maybe in time they will learn
from us.
We continue to believe that this
testing is important for our Lake and
we will continue testing this year. Both
Mark Johnstone and Denis Jean-Marie
work on our testing program and we are
enormously grateful for their help.

Seguin Municipal Election
Monday, October 25, 2010
by Ann MacDiarmid

For the past 8 years, Seguin Township
has enjoyed a relatively stable and
conscientious Council led by Mayor
David Conn. This Council has
successfully updated the Official
Plan for Seguin, designated Little
Lake Joseph as a “small lake” thereby
preventing commercial development on
our Lake, brought in several consecutive
balanced budgets and even lowered the
municipal tax rate for 2010.
Little Lake Joseph is currently served
by two Councillors representing two
wards – the west side of the Lake is
part of Ward 4 with Councillor Doug
Sainsbury having been elected twice to
represent it. The eastern shores of Little
Lake Joe are part of Ward 6, which is
currently represented by Brian Sturgeon.
With the upcoming October
municipal election – this representation
could change. We know that both Doug
Sainsbury and Brian Sturgeon are
running as incumbents in Wards 4 and 6
respectively. Brian is being contested by
Jack Hepworth and so far Doug remains
uncontested. Mark Stivrins has declared
that he is running for Mayor of Seguin.

We are hoping the Mayor David Conn
will run for election as mayor for a third
time. He has until September 2010 to
declare his intentions.
The philosophies, actions and
relevance of the Seguin Township
Council and Mayor have a significant
impact on our township, our taxes, the
environment and our overall ability to
continue to enjoy cottage country as
we all know it. It is vitally important
that you and your family members
learn all that you can about the issues
being discussed at Council and in the
upcoming October election. The Little
Lake Joe Association will continue to
provide you with as much information
as possible about the candidates (once
they declare their intentions to run/not
run) and will invite them to our Annual
General meeting on Sunday August 1st.
The LLJA is working closely with other
Seguin Lake associations to help ensure
that we have a strong slate of candidates
and that the proper issues are at the
forefront of election discussions. We
promise to inform you of every “all
candidates’ meetings”.
continued on next page...
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Seguin Municipal Election

Monday, October 25, 2010
by Ann MacDiarmid (...continued from previous page)
We urge you to help us elect the best
Council and Mayor that we can by:
•

making sure you and everyone
eligible to vote is on the voters’ list,
and

•

exercising your right to vote in
person or by mail in the October
25th election.

Here’s what we need you to do
now:
You and your family members should
have received for 2010 Municipal
Enumeration Form from MPAC
(Municipal
Property
Assessment
Corporation) within the past 3 weeks. By
completing and returning this form, you
will be ensuring that all of the eligible
members of your family or cottage
ownership group will be receiving mail
in ballots for the upcoming Seguin
Municipal Election.

To complete the Municipal
Election Form, please do the
following:
• Check that all members of your
family or cottage ownership group
who are eligible to vote are correctly
listed on the form. You can add and
delete people as follows:
o

o

o

Persons eligible to vote include
those who own all or part of
any land in Seguin Township
and those who are tenants in
Seguin AND the spouses and
common law partners of any
landowner or tenant in Seguin.
Persons (like your college aged
children) who use your Seguin
address as their principle
residence – even if they attend
school in another location.

•

Delete any deceased or previous
owners from the form.

•

Sign and date the form and return
it to MPAC in the self-addressed,
postage-paid envelope.

If you did not receive this form, you
should contact MPAC directly at 1-866296-6722 or at www.mpac.ca to ensure
that you and your family are properly
listed in the MPAC records so that you
can vote in the October election.
If you want more detailed information
about the rules governing municipal
elections go to:
h t t p : / / w w w. m a h . g o v. o n . c a /
page7044.aspx
www.seguin.ca or contact Craig Jeffery,
Clerk for the Township of Seguin at
info@seguin.ca

They must be 18 years of age
and Canadian citizens.

2009 PICNIC

By Dirk Soutendijk
In spite of the weather forecast, our
picnic last year turned out to be a
tremendous success.
Early that morning, the temperature
was 58º F (14ºC ) and at 10:30 A.M. it
started raining. By noon, however, the
weather had cleared, the sun actually
came out and 50 or so of our bravest
neighbours enjoyed a great picnic.
Carl Dare and Jean provided
beautiful weather once again. Janna
Tatham did her usual splendid job of
organization , Bill is still a tremendous
hamburger flipper and Janine and Colin
Tatham painted faces and played games
with the children. Leah Atkinson was
a great help also. I don’t know what
we would do without the Dare and the
Tatham families and Leah. Together,
they make a wonderful contribution to
our lake community.
This year the annual picnic will be
held at the Carl Dare Cottage on July

17th, 2010 starting at noon. No matter
what the weather looks like in the
morning, if it stops raining at noon,
please join us for this annual event. It
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presents a good opportunity to talk to
your neighbours on the Lake, scout for
baby sitters and welcome new families
to our community.

2009 PICNIC

By Dirk Soutendijk
...continued from previous page
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2009 PICNIC

By Dirk Soutendijk
...continued from previous page

2010
LLJA Picnic
Date:
Saturday July 17, 2010
Rain Date:
Sunday July 18, 2010
Location:
Dare Cottage
Start time:
Noon
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LLJA Picnic Convenors

Your Mission Should you Choose to Accept it is:
... Help to plan and run the Annual LLJA Picnic - 2011*

Qualifications:

* Likes the Director’s Chair - Take One/ Action/ Roll!
run the show!
* Personality Plus!

Loves to

A friendly smile and lots of enthusiasm.

* Agility! Able to flip burgers/ dogs without letting them hit
the ground.
* Shopaholic/Foodaholic! Able to shop for delicious picnic
treats.
* Social Convenor! Organize face painting and children’s games.
* Racer at Heart!

Dock Drop - Flyers to advertise the picnic.

** If you don’t have all of these qualifications
– don’t let that stop you
– this is meant to be a team effort
– you will NOT be alone!

Cook’s Notes:

It’s a great day for everyone on the lake so come and participate! We need YOUR help!
To volunteer for this mission please contact one of your
friendly LLJA Directors by phone
or at the picnic this summer.
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Boathouses, Smoke Alarms and Fires
By Alf Kwinter (alfkwinter@rogers.com)
This summer it will be six years since
our boathouse fire. Although I have
written about that fire before, we have
heard on the news lately of fires where
the absence of smoke detectors has led
to tragic deaths. I therefore thought the
subject was worth revisiting.
Many of you will remember that
August long weekend when in the early
morning hours our new boathouse was
totally destroyed by fire. The fire broke
out on the main level where the boats
were kept. On the floor above in the
boathouse’s living accommodations, my
daughter, her husband and her friend
were fast asleep. It was only because my
daughter’s friend was a light sleeper that
she woke up to the sound of banging
and crashing and noticed the floor was
very warm. She aroused my daughter
and son-in-law and as they ran out the
second floor exit, they looked down
to see flames shooting out of all the
windows.
From those who saw the fire in its
early stages, it appears likely that it
started at the electrical panel on the
lower level where the boats were kept.

You will probably ask - weren’t there
smoke detectors in the boathouse?
Of course, there were. We had smoke
detectors both downstairs and upstairs.
So what happened?
The problem was we had individual
“stand alone” smoke detectors that
sounded when smoke was detected
but did not activate any of the other
detectors. When the fire broke out
on the lower level, only those smoke
detectors on the lower level sounded.
They could not be heard upstairs. After
an entire day on the lake, everyone was
fast asleep.
Because
the
boathouse
was
constructed in accordance with Building
Code requirements that the floor be
well insulated, none of the smoke from
the downstairs fire reached the upstairs.
None of the upstairs detectors were
therefore activated.
The solution, of course, is to
ensure that all smoke detectors are
interconnected to ensure that if one of
the smoke detectors is activated, then
all of the detectors throughout the
boathouse sound as well. You can be

assured that our new boathouse has
these detectors.
Interestingly, in my discussions with
the Safety Officer of the Seguin Fire
Department I discovered that there isn’t
even a requirement that the lower level
of the boathouse have smoke detectors
as it is not a “living quarters”. There is
only a requirement that smoke detectors
be installed on floors where people
reside which would not, of course, be
the lower level of a boathouse. Nor is
there a requirement that the smoke
detectors be interconnected.
Technically, therefore, we were in
full compliance with the fire regulations,
however, that would have served
little purpose on that fateful Monday
morning had the noise not roused my
daughter’s friend.
While the law does not require
smoke detectors on the lower level of
a boathouse, speaking from experience
I strongly recommend you have them.
And to be sure they will be effective,
ensure they are interconnected.

Announcements
This space is for announcements for LLJA members.
The Peninsula Lions Club of Minett will be doing car washes at
Crowder Construction in Minett on the mornings of June 19th, July 3rd and August 21st.
The Club will also have a yard sale at the Peninsula Recreation Centre on July 17th
starting at 8AM – BARGAINS GALORE! Donations of furniture, etc. are welcome.
All proceeds go to aiding those in need in our area.
Please call Denis Jean Marie at 705-765-3835.
Granite Maintenance: This summer business offers clean up, lifting,
painting and other cottage related chores by very capable university students.
Please call Will McCormick at 705-706-2426.
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ARE YOUr friends & neighbours
MEMBERS OF THE LLJA?
By Alf Kwinter (alfkwinter@rogers.com)
Have you ever noticed how different
Little Lake Joe is from the other
Muskoka lakes? No marinas, no hotels,
no condos and no golf courses.
Have you ever noticed how some
parts of the Muskoka Lakes appear just
a little bit too crowded? Not our lake. At
a time when new development within
the Muskoka region has been forging
ahead at an unprecedented pace, we on
Little Lake Joe continue to enjoy a quiet
and unparalleled beauty, which is the
envy of many Muskoka Lakes cottagers.
A good deal of credit for our
unspoiled paradise can be attributed to
your Little Lake Joseph Association.
One of the goals of the LLJA is
to ensure that our lake retains its
commercial-free character.
The LLJA not only monitors
development, it has through its
President and Board of Directors been
extremely vigilant in ensuring that
all by-laws are properly enforced to
prevent overbuilding.
On significant zoning issues, the
Association has made representations
to Council and has taken an active role
before the Ontario Municipal Board.
The Association carries out annual
water quality testing, which includes
monitoring for chemicals, temperature,

bacteria and water clarity. The LLJA
has taken an active role in supporting
local politicians whose platforms are
sympathetic to our lake’s residents on
such important issues as realty taxes.
As our President has reported in his
letter, we have succeeded in having Little
Lake Joe designated a“small lake”under
our Official Plan which designation will
make any proposed development on
the lake extremely difficult.
The LLJA holds an annual picnic
where all its members can meet and
greet and enjoy a great barbecue with
one of our cottagers taking on the role
of grand chef. There is the mid-summer
Annual Meeting where cottagers may
raise any issues of concern with our
President and Board and meet our local
politicians who are always invited and
do attend.
And, of course, there is the Loon
Call, the newsletter you are now reading
which keeps us informed on all issues
and events, as well as providing some
interesting articles and sketches about
past and present life on Little Lake Joe.
If you look at the inside back cover of
the Loon Call you are now reading, you
will see a map showing stars marking
all cottages on the lake with (what we
hope are) the names of the current

owners. If for any reason your cottage
is not properly described, please let me
know. You can be assured this will be
corrected in our next edition.
In total, there are approximately 122
cottages on Little Lake Joe. Our goal
is to ensure that all of our cottagers
will become members of the LLJA.
At the time of this writing there are
approximately 50 who have yet to join.
So the question is, are you a member?
If you are, we look forward to seeing
you at the picnic on July 17th and at the
Annual Meeting on August 1st.
Do you have a matter about our lake
that concerns you? Please bring it up at
the Annual Meeting. We want to hear
about it.
If your friends and neighbours don’t
belong, we can only assume they forgot
to join. The good news is it’s never too
late. In this Loon Call, you will find an
application form. Please have them fill
it out and send it to the address shown
with their cheque for $50.00. Yes, only
$50.00. That’s all it costs and that’s for
the entire year.
If they love our lake (and would they
be here if they didn’t?) can they afford
not to belong?
See you on the lake and have a great
summer.

Henry “Hank” Reimer 1926-2010
Henry “Hank” Reimer passed away from a heart attack on Monday April 12, 2010 at
Oakville Trafalgar Memorial Hospital. He had been in the hospital for about 10 days.
Hank was one of the first residents of Blair Point Road and owned the cottage
at the tip of the point with the flagpole and sailboat.
He lived an exemplary life, extremely generous with his finances and time
and was a great mentor to those who had the pleasure to work with him.
His faith was a central point to everything in his business and personal life.
“As my dad, he never let me quit at things I started, which taught me the
stick-to-itive-ness” to see things through,” his son Karl wrote later.
“This is an essential trait for success in life.
He and I had the chance to talk “mano-a-mano” last week which was a good thing because
although never quite ready for the final act, when it happens you can look back on it
and know that regardless of the stuff of life that happens, you connect
on that deeper heart level, which is where life really takes place.”
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Seguin Shoreline Guide Update
By Mark Johnstone
You may recall that shoreline use in
Seguin, ‘The Natural Place to Be’, has
been getting a fair bit of attention in recent years. A new blasting, tree cutting
and land-fill bylaw was implemented
to add local back-bone to federal and
provincial laws dealing with shoreline
alterations. Many of your directors attended township meetings and while
not all stakeholders were happy with
the change, the intent is in line with
the concept of maintaining the natural
aspects of our lakefront properties and
water quality for future generations to
enjoy.
Subsequently, the township embarked on a project to create a Shoreline
Guide, which would be a document,
that when distributed, will outline the
rules and regulations plus tips on how
to manage the riparian shoreline area of
one’s property.
In order to facilitate our input into
this project, your board created a Shoreline Committee last spring and in September, Dirk Soutendijk, who had been
keeping abreast of the issues, passed the
shoreline draft to me and your shoreline stewardship team at Little Lake Joe
went to work.
We reviewed the draft document
and it looked to be a great start. Having collected our team’s comments, we
provided them to the township and
followed up on timelines for receipt of
comments throughout the winter. We
also followed up to obtain their suggestions of the next steps to getting this out
to our neighbours, who does what, etc.

We also inquired about the planned distribution method, questions about content, how they expect to get buy in from
residents and the like.
Sometimes it took a follow up email,
and we didn’t get answers to all of our
questions, but overall the township
should be commended on their responsiveness and openness during the process. I would like to thank Chris Madej
and now Kelly Krist, the new Director
of Community Services who is now
handling this project, having taken over
from Chris. Randy French, who spoke at
our annual meeting, was commissioned
to create the document after a final review by Council.
After our review, we provided
written responses including comments
and suggestions:
•

•

•

•

a summary up front of all the existing
regulations would be beneficial to tell
which items are “best practice” and
which are law;
that the guide may be too comprehensive, considering some in the
target audience may feel too busy to
review it all;
in addition to the handbook, we recommended something that will grab
the audience such as a pamphlet
highlighting the contents as something that property owners can move
through quickly, allowing them to
highlight areas of concern on their
properties efficiently;
included various editing ideas where
we felt certain sections were overly
wordy, and where we felt depictions
of natural flora were most helpful, the
use of colour etc..

Greg Wilkins

I would like to thank the Shoreline
Committee members for doing an
excellent job with this. They provided
numerous ideas and we certainly have
a great team working on the project!
The members include: Geoffrey Cardy,
Helen Gregory, Susan Higgins, Shelley
Mackie; Ronnie Lebow and Dirk
Soutendijk
The township advised that they have
found our input of value and other lake
associations also provided many ideas
which presented a challenge, due to
many differences of opinion regarding
the guide’s principle objectives, the contents and layout – democracy in action.
As of May 11th, Kelly Krist has confirmed that the document is ready and
that she is currently summarizing the
document in an ‘easy to read’ one/two
pager. Kelly advises that the township
will also be printing a number of copies. Unfortunately the town won’t be
printing one for everyone, due to the
cost and environmental sensitivity. Our
committee may have some feedback on
this and Kelly is very open to comments
and questions. Personally, I think each
shoreline resident should get the guide
but in the interim, please email me
at jmjohnstone67@yahoo.com if you
would like receive a pdf copy.
On behalf of your shoreline committee, we welcome your input and
will continue to update you on this and
other waterfront matters that may be of
interest to Little Lake Joseph association members.

Greg passed away December 16, 2009 after a battle with brain cancer.
He loved water skiing and snowmobiling at his Little Lake Joseph retreat.
He will be missed by all but especially by his wife Vera and children Mark and Lauren.
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Minutes

LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, August 2nd, 2009
MINUTES of the LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION Annual meeting held at 13 Jean-Marie Road, Rosseau, Ontario
on Sunday, August 2nd, 2009 at the hour of 9:00 a.m. The meeting was called to order by Dirk Soutendijk.
PRESENT: Directors: Dirk Soutendijk, Paula Kirsh, Margaret McCormick, Alf Kwinter,
		
Denis Jean-Marie, Jim Solomos
Cottage residents:

N/A

REGRETS: Directors: Mark Johnstone, Catherine Orcutt, Paul Koenderman
GUESTS:

Mayor David Conn
Counsellor Doug Sainsbury,
Randy French – French Planning Inc.
Debi Allen Seguin Township Waste Management Representative

The meeting was called to order by Dirk Soutendijk. A quorum was established and the meeting was duly constituted.
I

Minutes
The minutes of the LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING held August 3rd, 2008 were circulated in
the Loon Call. Margaret McCormick moved that the Minutes be adopted as circulated. Barbara McCormick seconded
the motion. The Minutes were approved.

II

Financial Report
The Financial Report dated August 31, 2008 was presented and approved by the membership.
continued on next page...
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Minutes

LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING
...continued from previous page

III Amendments to the Little Lake Joseph Association By-Laws
1. George Teichman proposed that the Board of Directors be increased from nine Directors to eleven
Directors. Walter McCormick seconded the motion. The motion was approved by the membership.
2. Dr. Rod Jack proposed that the Directors be elected for a three year term of office. Furthermore, the terms of office
will be staggered so that approximately 1/3rd of the board is elected each year. Steve Ader seconded the motion.
The motion was approved by the membership.
IV Election of Directors
Dirk Soutendijk presented the Slate of Directors for 2009. A vote was taken and the Slate of Directors for 2009-10 was
unanimously approved by the cottagers.
V

Retiring Director
Dirk Soutendijk recognized retiring Director Jim Solomos for his many years of participation and substantial contributions
to the LLJA.

VII Welcome to New Directors
Dirk Soutendijk welcomed new LLJA Directors, Sue Higgins, Ann MacDiarmid and Shelley Mackie to the Board.
VIII Committee Reports
1. The Official Plan Dirk Soutendijk
•

Dirk Soutendijk reported on the status of the Official Plan. The Sequin Township council has directed staff to begin
the process to reclassify the township’s medium lakes as small lakes to prevent future commercial development.
Many associations, like LLJA, are making moves to protect the lakes to the extent of making the OP amendment,
since commercial and recreational development are concerns for lake residents. Dirk also reported that Chris
Madej is the new planner for Sequin Township. Dirk thanked Don Fleming and George Teichman for the time and
energy they spent on this matter.

2. Water Quality and Testing
•

Dirk Soutendijk

LLJA is choosing a variety of testing locations each year.  LLJA is taking a leadership role in revising the process
and procedures for water testing in the Muskoka Lakes region.

IX Guest Speakers
Randy French - French Planning Services Inc.
•

Randy spoke about the Seguin Township Shoreline Guide and the necessity for it.  He said a draft would be ready
for August 2009.

•

Seguin’s Shoreline Guide is essentially a blueprint to sustainable living for our cottage community.  The vision is
of landowners that preserve the unique natural heritage features such as; water quality and shoreline character,
based on the ‘environment first’ principle – naturally treed, vegetated and rocky shorelines with low profile buildings
and landscaping that does not dominate the natural setting. The Guide combines a myriad of elements from
healthy ecosystems to natural landscapes and recreational activities with instructions on how to cultivate maintain
and enjoy each. The ideas outlined in the guide truly are a blueprint for sustainable living.

•

Mark Johnstone took the lead role by being responsible for compiling cottagers’ responses to the Guide and
passing them along to Chris Madej. Dirk Soutendijk, Geoffrey Cardy, Sue Higgins, Helen Gregory, Shelley Mackie
and Ronnie Lebow were also involved in a review/assessment of the proposed Shoreline Guide.

Mayor David Conn addressed the following issues
•

Shoreline Guideline – best demonstrated practices to be published in Fall 2009
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Minutes

LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING
...continued from previous page

•

Road and Capital Projects – Township applied for moneys to improve the Stanley House Road but it was not
granted – it is next on the list

•

Finances of Township  - The township was $6m in debt when Mayor Conn was elected to office –  in 2009 the
Township is on a solid footing with a good level of reserves and it is expected that the debt will be retired by 2012

Counsellor Doug Sainsbury addressed the following issues
•

The Mill Rate – Seguin has the lowest Mill Rate in the province of Ontario

•

Composition of the Council – six counsellors plus the mayor

•

Election – 2/3 of the eligible voters are cottages (seasonal residents)

•

Seguin Township has the lowest level of personal income and education in the province

•

Airport – now provides 100 permanent jobs for residents of the area and is becoming a self-supporting enterprise

Debi Allen Waste Management Consultant for the Township of Seguin
•

Introduced the new Recycling Guide published by the Township (705-732-4300)

•

Discussed waste management and contamination challenges with garbage and recycling bins at disposal sites

•

Provided information on the Christie Landfill Site, Orrville (705-732-6915) – hours of operation, fee schedule with
waste descriptors

•

Provided information on The Hazardous Waste Site – Parry Sound MacFarlane Street Transfer Station – Acceptable
and Not Acceptable waste and hours of operation

		
		

President and Chairman
Dirk R. Soutendijk

Secretary
Margaret M. McCormick

The 2010 LLJA Annual Meeting will be held on
Sunday, August 1st, 2010 starting at 9am at the McCormick Boathouse
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LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION
financial report
For the year ended August 31, 2009

Income			
Membership fees 2009
$3,400
Investment interest
54
		

Cash & Investments August 31, 2008
2008 Membership dues received
2009 Membership fees receivable
2008 Investment interest receivable
			
Excess of income over expenses

3,454

Total income

Expenses
Liability & Directors’ Insurance
Loon call 2009
Picnic 2009
Bank charges & PO Box
Annual meeting
		
		
Total expenses
Excess of income over expenses

$14,795

1,215
0
539
290
25

Cash and term deposits
August 31, 2009

Cash and term deposits
August 31, 2009

$1,385

1,385
$16,398

Cash available August 31, 2009
Investment due January 4, 2009

2,069

160
(150)
208		

6,398
10,000
$16,398

LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION
board of directors
		
		

Dirk Soutendijk
President

Paula Kirsh
Treasurer

Margaret McCormick
Secretary

Alf Kwinter
Membership

Mark Johnstone
Water Testing, Shoreline Committee

Denis Jean-Marie
Water Testing

Susan Higgins
Shoreline Committee

Shelley Mackie
Shoreline Committee

Paul Koenderman
Loon Call

Ann MacDiarmid
Municipal Elections
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Little Lake Joseph 2010
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