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 President’s Message
Dear LLJA Neighbours,

Hopefully this Spring 
finds you, your families 
and friends well. At time 
of writing this, the water 
level on the lake is high, 
but barring the unforeseen, 
flooding is not an issue this 
year. 

According to the MLA 
‘Floodwatch’ the Ministry 
started building up the lake 
levels after the final snow 
melt more than 3 weeks 
ago. After 2 years of virtual 
meetings for the association 
your board will have an 
in-person Spring meeting 
and the AGM will be in 

person at the Rosseau Memorial Community Hall on Sunday August 7th 
at 9:30AM. 

This is the location where we had the annual meetings in 1990’s and we’re 
hoping the response and turnout will be enthusiastic! We are holding it the 
weekend after the civic holiday hoping that it will be more convenient for 
members and perhaps on a weekend where people may have fewer guests 
or gatherings.  We’ll host volunteer speakers, and refreshments will be 
served. Thanks to the McCormick family for years of generosity in hosting 
the lake AGM meetings!

Thanks to Sue Paterson who has retired from the board after many years 
of service. Sue led the Loon Call production committee for several years 
and continues to volunteer on the Blair Point Road committee. Suzanne 
Koenderman has picked up the torch to lead this year’s publication with 
help from various contributors. 

Thanks to Leah Atkinson for reaching out after last year’s meetings and 
for volunteering to assist Paula Kirsh with membership mailings. We are 
happy to announce that Ron Edmondson has agreed to join the Board. 
Ron ran his own business and in retirement he and his wife Ann moved to 
their home on Deep Bay 2 years ago. 

Suzanne, Alf, Ron and I attended the Seguin Earth Day BBQ in Humphry 
over the weekend. It was nice to get together after we did a volunteer clean 
up. Our group cleaned up the area around the boat launch near Seely Bay 
Road. It was a beautiful day and wonderful that the Township put it on for 
the community. It was nice to spend time at the event catching up with our 
neighbours, including our Mayor Ann MacDiarmid. Thanks to Ann for 
her continued balanced leadership in Seguin.

I had a good meeting recently with Lake Joe North and Rosseau North 

association to discuss areas of concern. In addition to the growth of Minett 
there is talk of another development along 632 on the way to Rosseau. 
It is early days with no applications yet received by the town. We’re also 
planning to reconvene the Seguin Area Lake Associations Meeting this 
summer.

An issue that is gaining momentum across Seguin and Muskoka is the 
increased opposition to large scale clear cutting on lots for new builds. 
Short-term rental is still on the radar but support for more regulation is 
at about 50%, so there is a real split on the issue. For the time being it is a 
matter of enforcing by-laws on noise and dangerous dogs that are causing 
specific issues. 

Thanks to the Little Lake Joseph Association community for your 
membership and as always do not hesitate to reach out at email@llja.ca
Best wishes for a fantastic summer.

Mark Johnstone
 Little Lake Joseph Association

mailto:email@llja.ca
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Mayor's Message
Ann MacDiarmid, Mayor

W elcome back to Little Lake Joseph – seasonal and year round  
residents alike!  The ice has left us as I write this and the migratory 

birds are arriving daily. I hope we will all be able to enjoy the upcoming 
seasons with friends and family as COVID restrictions are relaxed.

With inflation at near all time highs, your Council is keeping property 
tax increases below 3% while promising to deliver on our commitment  
to make sure that the environment is first and foremost and that we 
deliver an exceptional community experience.

Within this budget, Council has allocated funds to finalizing the Official 
Plan Review, tackling the Short Term Rental issue, reworking the three 
site alteration bylaws (tree cutting, blasting and fill), beginning the 
implementation of the Active Transportation and Trails Master Plan and 
building the long awaited Wellness Centre – better known as “the pool”. 

We are seeking community input on all of these projects. Please visit  
www.letsconnectseguin.ca to provide your input; find the facts and 
discussions about all of the topics before Council. You can ask questions 
at www.letsconnectseguin.ca , find out about community activities, 
Council discussions and lots more.

Two of the most exciting projects that are unfolding now are Seguin’s 
request for a Ministerial Zoning Order (MZO) and the renovation of  
the Parry Sound Area Municipal Airport (PSAMA). The MZO will  
rezone over 700 acres of land in north Seguin abutting the Town of Parry 
Sound. 

Your Council has recognized the need for attainable and affordable 
housing throughout the West Parry Sound area and hopes to bring many 
diverse types of housing units into the region within the next 18 months. 

In addition, the renovation happening at the Parry Sound Area Municipal 
Airport runway and business park will add more lots for businesses to 
operate in Seguin. Expected to be completed in 2024, the runway safety 
will be greatly improved.

2022 is a municipal election year and I urge you all to get involved 
in evaluating candidates running to serve you on Seguin Council. I 
encourage you to attend some of the all candidate meetings being held 
throughout the summer. Voting will be by telephone and internet in 
October. Your vote is the most important opportunity you have to ensure 
that you have the representation that you want for the next 4 years.

As the loons return and the trilliums bloom, I urge you to enjoy all that 
Seguin has to offer out of doors on our lakes, rivers and trails. Continue 
to practice health hygiene to keep you and family healthy and safe in the 
coming months.    

~ 3 ~
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The year was 1947 when Dad told us that Doug Kent (the husband of  
a school chum of my Mothers) had realized his dream to own 

property in Muskoka. Because his father had had interests in the 
Gravenhurst Lumber Mill and in the Muskoka Sands Hotel, he had spent 
his childhood summers in Muskoka and had wanted to give his family the 
same opportunity. He had just purchased a large acreage that had been a 
farm on a remote northern lake called Little Lake Joseph. 

He was building a cottage for his family and asked Dad if he would rent 
beside their family for company if they had the builder construct a cabin 
next door  to  them. 

The  answer  was "yes" and in 1948 the love affair began between the 
McIntosh family and Little Lake Joe. We spent a month in what for years 
was  known as 'The Rented Cottage' (now owned by the Coons family) 
which was beside the Kent family cottage (now that of the Webster family) 
and beside the old farm house which still stood.

It was then that my parents purchased the point on Schoolhouse Bay 
and became the first of many families to acquire their cottage properties 
on Little Lake Joseph from Doug and Marion Kent.

I'll give you  a  picture  of  how  the  lake  was humanly populated in 
1949. As mentioned, there was the Kent cottage and the 'rented' cottage. 
The cottage of Carl and Ruth Dare was owned by a retired couple from 
London Ontario - the Norris'. Hidden from view, slightly up the hill from 
the docks at Natural Park, (which is now the McCormick property) was 
the humble cabin of the caretaker of Natural Park. Then further along on 
the east side of the lake was the beautiful Tremaine family summer home 
- now the home of the Lantos family. 

Following along that shore was the Cambell family residence - still there 
- and across from them the Jean-Marie homestead where Art and Emily 
and their 7 sons lived year round (this is now the home of Philip and 
Carol Jean-Marie) 

In Deep Bay at the spot where the Ader family cottage is now was a 
cottage owned by Miss Blair (thus the name for Blair Point Road). It  
was originally bought in 1860 by Denis Jean-Marie's grandfather,  
Edward, who when he died bequeathed it to Miss Blair's mother who 
had been his housekeeper after the death of his wife. 'Miss Blair', as she 
was known to us all, later married the local electrician, Colwill, and  
they subsequently built a motel at Glen Orchard - now the site of the 
Cranberry Cove Resort. The addition of our cabin made a total of 9 
dwellings on the lake in 1949.

Little Lake Jo ... Some Early Recollections
by Gail Selley

In the following 5 years cottages were built on the properties now 
owned by the Days, the Cunninghams, the Bradfords, the Stirlings, the  
Donohues, Glen Brownlee, the Langmuirs, and the Laurenza/Lebel. 
That was it for development for a number of years on our lake. We were 
a community of families every summer. For us 'time-sharing' meant 
togetherness - not computers or condominiums. It didn't matter how 
old you were - if you were there you were part of what went on: there 
were baseball games on the flat lands on the 'rented' cottage property; 
treasure  hunts searching for wild flowers and berries;  playing  'home  
free' in the  woods: bonfires, marshmallow roasts and sing songs on 
the point; fishing for pickerel and bass; learning how to sail; picnics on  
Birch Island; and sleep overs in each other's tents or tree forts. Old  
photos confirm that at times as many as 15 kids gathered for afternoon 
swims and the opportunity to show off  their  latest new dives while 
parents took turns lifeguarding. 

The  young people's evening entertainment was rotating from cottage to 
cottage to play '21 or bust' using matchsticks for bidding chips. When it 
was time to light the coal oil lamps it was time for us all to head home 
with our flashlights. It wasn't unusual for us to think that we had heard 
a bear in the woods on the way home or that the howling wolves were 
closer than we thought they should be. The most terrifying night of all 
was when what turned out to be the Jean-Marie's milk cow, Daisy, strayed 
from home and came lumbering out of the woods to follow us home. (We 
still can't figure out how that cow traveled the distances she did through 
the woods and managed to find her way back home!) 

On cold nights we would heat rocks in the wood stove, wrap them in 
towels, and put them under the top sheets in our beds to warm our feet. 
On the hot nights we would skinny dip at dusk before we slipped between 
the sheets to listen to the silence after the whippoorwills and the loons 
had finished their evensongs. In those days a beautiful mossy foot path 
wound from the Edward's cottage right over to the Dare's cottage. The  
sad fact that this path no longer exists speaks to how we have moved into 
our dependence on our boats and cars for our visits.

For our first few years at McIntosh Point there was no road into our site, 
so we walked in from where the Coons cottage now stands. That was 
where  the  road  ended. Building supplies and big items like beds, the ice 
box and the big iron wood stove were floated in on our row boats or rafts 
or carried in by the Jean-Marie boys. (those were the days when Eatons 
would deliver right to the shore at the end of the road). We carried in all 
the other supplies. 

Kitchen contents were modest compared to today's larders, and needed to 
be carefully planned a week at a time - the women who stayed the summer 
with their children did not have cars to run  to town and the block of ice 
that went into the ice box for refrigeration was usually a puddle of water 
several days before the husbands arrived on the weekend to get a new 
block of ice. 

The Saturday excursion to Gertie Bissonette's ice hut at Stanley House or 
to the ice hut in Rosseau was great excitement for the children ... I can 
still see and smell the sawdust that housed those ice blocks, and taste the 
home made vanilla ice cream that was our treat for the week. Until Einar 
Einarson of the Einarson General Store in Rosseau started a bi-weekly  
grocery delivery to our lake the purser on the Sagamo put basic supplies 

Above Picture: 
Courtesy of Muskoka Digital Archives. (This a project of the 
Huntsville Public Library and Bracebridge Public Library in 
cooperation with the Muskoka Parry Sound Genealogy Group.)
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like flour, milk and eggs on board for us to buy in case we had run out.

We felt like the Sagamo was ours ... it was an integral part of the identity 
of our lake. We called it 'The Sag', and waited every day for it to give us its 
toot when passing the Jean-Marie house. We would run to the shore and 
watch it steaming majestically to its dock at Natural Park, the half way 
point of its 100 Mile Cruise from Gravenhurst ... Or we would grab our 
life jackets for a row over to visit her if we needed supplies. 

She would dock for an hour allowing time for the passengers to climb 
the hill (or the 'mountain' as we called it) to get some exercise and to 
enjoy the wonderful view looking down on Mirror Lake. After watching 
several mothers row their boats to meet the Sagamo - babies and little 
bare-footed children in tow - to pick up their supplies there would often 
be a few incredulous passengers shaking their heads at how anyone could 
live in such a God Forsaken Wilderness. 

We loved the  attention, and I think so did our  mothers, and of course we 
all knew that God had not 'forsaken' Little Lake Jo - we knew that it was 
His very special and loved country. On  occasion some of the passengers 
would feel so sorry for us that they would slip little treats into our hands!'

We had annual group forays over to Natural  Park to climb 'the mountain' 
with our berry pails. When our pails were half full we would stop our 
blueberry picking, sit at the top of the mountain seeing who could pick 
out the most reflections in Mirror Lake while eating our  peanut butter 
sandwiches  and  wild  blueberries  for dessert. After we filled our pails 
and our tummies, we would row home  with   purple   faces   and our 
pickings. The next day the smell of the pies baking in the wood stoves 
would be out of this world. They were the best blueberry pies I have ever 
tasted!!!

We kept our wood stove until it wore out even after we got our 'Moffat' - it 
gave wonderful  heat and was a godsend on more than one occasion for 
neighbors who would arrive with partially cooked meals when the power 
went out.

We don't miss the midnight trips to  the backhouse in the pouring rain or 
the emptying of the thunder pots.

As I write this I am finding that each recollection triggers another - like 
the ripples that multiply when a fish jumps. Norm, who was part of our 
clump of kids at the cottage, wrote me this last week: "We sure had fun at 
the cottage. It is unsettling to think that the kids of today will never know 
the age of innocence like we did".

It is wonderful to have been a part of those simpler times and special to be 
a part of the Little Lake Jo community today. I want to say a 'thank you' to 
all the Moms and Dads who made summers in the 50's on Little Lake Jo 
such a privilege for us. A special 'thanks' to my Mom, Marion McIntosh, 
who loved these stories.   
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Seguin 
Municipal Election  

October 24, 2022

The election of Mayor and Seguin Township Council will occur this 
autumn. Once again, voting in Seguin will be exclusively by Internet 

and Telephone. This replaces traditional polling and eliminates the need 
for advance polls and voting proxies. It improves voter access and makes 
it easy for everyone, including seasonal residents to have their say. 

In Seguin the Mayor is elected at large, which means all eligible voters 
choose from the same mayoral candidates when voting. Councillors are 
elected to represent one of six wards, one Councillor per Ward. Residents 
of Little Lake Joseph will vote in either Ward 4 or 6. Key dates are as 
follows: 

• May 2 Nomination period commences and ends on August 19, 2022
• August 22 Certification of nomination papers before 4 P.M.
• July 31 to September 1 Preliminary Voters' List comes from Municipal 

Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC)
• September 1- October 24 Period for addition to/correction of Voters' 

List
• October 11- October 24 Internet and Telephone Voting opens. Voting 

packages will be mailed to your mailing address that appears on the 
Seguin Voters' List

• October 24 - Election Day
• November 15 - New Council term begins - 4 year term

Get involved by getting to know the candidates running in your ward 
and for mayor. Make sure that your name is correct on the voters' list at 
voterlookup.ca. You are eligible to vote if you are a Canadian citizen, 18 
years of age or older and either a property owner, the spouse of a property 
owner or a permanent resident of Seguin.  

LLJA Annual Meeting
Sunday August 7, 2022  9:30 AM.

Rosseau Memorial Hall

2 Victoria St. W., Rosseau

Please join us for our annual Little Lake Joseph Association meeting.  
Coffee and muffins will be available.  Please come and support your 

association.  

We look forward to seeing you there!

We would all like to express our thanks to the McCormick/Edmison/
Cardy/Mahoney families for all the years of hosting the AGM at their 
cottage !  You spent many hours setting up, baking and preparing coffee 
for all of the members of the association!  

Thank you!  

2022 LLJA Social Event
We are hoping to have an " in person "  event this summer. 

Watch for a "Dock Drop"  for more information.  

If anyone is willing to host it at their property,  
please contact any member of the board.  

~ 6 ~
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Minutes of

Little Lake Joseph Association Annual Meeting
Friday, November 5, 2021

Zoom

Total attendees: ~19

Confirmation of Quorum.  A quorum of Directors and members was 
confirmed and the meeting commenced at 12:05. 

Board Attendees: Johnstone, Koenderman, Kirsh, Edmison, Begg, 
Kwinter, Soutendijk, Davidson. Regrets: Paterson

1. Welcome and introduction of guests.
• Mark Johnstone outlined the agenda and opened the AGM 

2. Financial Statements – Paula Kirsh, Treasurer
 Motion / Vote Required

• Paula provided the Treasurer update.  Expenses were down this 
year.  Membership paid is 88 of a list of 116 cottages

• Paula reminded us that we need owners to help connect people 
who move to the lake to be connected to LLJA, so please make 
the connection

• Discussed a wholesale update of the map and directory of 
owners (looking for volunteer to help)

• Paula motioned to approve financials as presented in the Loon 
Call for 2021.  Seconded by Alf Kwinter. Vote carried by a show 
of hands

3. Water Testing Update – Wesley Begg and Dirk Soutendijk 
• Regular testing conducted and regular results. Hope to be 

able to do bacteria testing this coming year again (we were 
deprioritized based on our prior good results)

4. Ann MacDiarmid - Mayor of Seguin
• Covid continues to change how Township works. New Seguin 

‘Let’s Connect’ service provides digital-first way to engage with 
town 

• New pool for ‘West Parry Sound’ is a key development for 
access to town residents

• Airport runway improvements which will increase traffic and 
revenue for town and improve safety

• Town has made investments on the integrated trail network.  
Check out Seguin site for more details on the trail network

• High-speed internet update.  It is coming but not as fast as 
hoped, as this is through private business.  The plan to have fibre 
(which is more resilient and scalable) from Peninsula Road, 
Stanley House and Jean Marie Rd and connecting roads and 
they will contact cottagers for details including fiber connect 
fee. Rogers has asked some properties to install ‘cell towers’ 
but this is an unrelated and a short-term solution compared to 
more robust fibre 

• Short-term rentals. Township continues to listen and try to find 
workable solutions for a polarizing topic

• Boat wakes is a concern as there is shoreline damage from boats 
at cruising or wake boarders. Ask is to do responsible wake 
boarding on big Lake Joe and not Little Lake Joe

• Excessive cottage development and land clearing is a large 
and growing concern for the Township based on public 
feedback. Exploring changes to tighten controls on setback and 
clearing (along with Muskoka Lakes) as one way to encourage 
responsible actions

• Township will not be able to have a zero-budget increase this 
year based on cost increases but is taking steps to minimize

• Road safety is ongoing with speed warning cameras and audits 
on actual speeds.  Study shows that more signage does not slow 
down traffic.

5.   Board Positions 
• Mark Johnstone opened the floor for new nominations to the 

Board
• Liz Edmison and Ian Davidson agreed to another term and 

voted in
• Discussion to encourage others to consider volunteering for the 

LLJA

3. Adjournment
 Mark Johnstone moved to adjourn the meeting and this was 

seconded by Suzanne Koenderman.  Meeting ended 12.55
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Water Quality
By Wesley Begg

  Wesley Begg and Dirk Soutendijk test water for clarity and bacteria

2021 marked a return to water testing in the Muskoka Lakes, after a 
year off because of Covid. We generally test for three things CLARITY, 
PHOSPHORUS and BACTERIA. Because of Little Lake Joseph's record 
of being relatively bacteria free, in 2021 we tested only for clarity and 
phosphorus. Four times during season we tested in two different areas of 
LLJ in May, July, August and September.

CLARITY is consistently in the 4 to 5 meter range which is a good result.

PHOSPORUS is high in LLJ mainly because of run off from the three or 
four swampy areas that flow into LLJ. These results are consistent over the 
last several years.

I was ably assisted by Doug Young from Deep Bay and hopefully after an 
absence of two years Dirk Soutendjik , our fearless leader, will return this 
summer.

Be assured that the water in Little Lake Joseph is clean, perhaps one of the 
cleanest areas of all the Muskoka Lakes. We will ask that we be allowed 
to test for bacteria this year because of the all the new construction but it 
is up to MLA to make that decision as it has some expense attached to it.

Here's to a great summer of 2022. 

Wesley Begg 
Schoolhouse Bay.  

Thank you to everyone who participated in our 2021 Your Lakes, Your 
Views survey! We are thrilled to report that close to 6,000 community 

members responded, making it one of the largest lake activity reports in 
North America. This huge participation tells us that the lake community 
is deeply engaged with boating issues. Our 2021 survey is in partnership 
with over 40 lake associations along with Erin Research and the Marketing 
Research and Business Intelligence program of Algonquin College.

The scale and scope of this survey is immense and covers trends over 
the past 8 years. The insights from these responses were launched at our 
Annual Stakeholder meeting in October and will be used by local and 
federal governments and by lake associations as a basis for developing 
programs and strategies. For us they support what we have been doing 
and informs our next priorities.

The results from the survey will help us work together for safer and quieter 
lakes. They will drive our programs and help us to advocate on behalf of 
lake users in our region. The main concerns have been consistent over our 
three surveys: wakes, noise and speed. However, the trend data for the 
three large Muskoka lakes shows that these concerns are growing. Most 
prominently, there has been an increase in support for more education 
about responsible boating, and enhanced regulations and enforcement.

A large increase in the use of paddle boards (up 33%) and kayaks (up 
16%) is strongly correlated with evolving views on education, regulation 
and enforcement. Paddling brings a unique appreciation of risk and 
vulnerability and this decreased sense of safety and on larger lakes has 
increased openness to regulation and enforcement. 

There was 71% support for no wake zones to protect people and nature, 
70% support for stronger enforcement of boating while under the 
influence, and 67% support for establishing decibel limits on noise made 
by boats. Only 18% say no need for additional enforcements (down by 
33%).

The research report has eight practical recommendations. You can read 
the summary and full report here. Safe Quiet Lakes is actively working on 
plans to lead this change.

Thank you again to our stakeholder partners, donors and those who 
contributed your thoughts to our survey. Please feel free to contact me if 
you would like more information or have some additional ideas that you 
would like to discuss.

Safe Quiet Lakes
By Diana Piquette
Chair, Safe Quiet Lakes
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Aspen Valley Wildlife Sanctuary has been 
caring for wildlife for almost 50 years. It 

started as the passion of one woman – Audrey 
Tourney – a high school teacher from Parry 
Sound, Ontario. Since taking in her first 
orphaned raccoon, Audrey nursed many more 
animals back to health, as they were brought 
to her doorstep in increasing numbers over 
the years. Today, Audrey’s legacy has been 
expanded on by a dedicated group of staff and 
volunteers at Aspen Valley.

Aspen Valley’s primary goal is to rescue and 
rehabilitate injured and orphaned wildlife. In 
2021, over 1,100 animals were admitted to the 
Sanctuary, and we anticipate taking in an even 
larger number this year. Once rehabilitated, 
these animals are released back into the wild 
for a second chance. The Sanctuary is also 
home to a variety of native mammal species 
that cannot be returned to the wild. 

Located on 460 acres in Rosseau, Aspen Valley 
is one of the few sanctuaries in Ontario that 
has the space and natural habitat required to 
rehabilitate moose, deer, bears, wolves, and 
semi-aquatic mammals, including beavers and 
otters. The Sanctuary also cares for injured and 
orphaned raccoons, squirrels, and many other 
mammalian species. 

As specialists in the care of native Ontario 
wildlife, Aspen Valley understands the 
biological and behavioral needs of each species 
that requires assistance. Aspen Valley’s year-
round staff consists of three full-time and two 
part-time employees. It’s a small team with a 
big task – one that requires a lot of heart and 
a great deal of support from the community. 
In fact, over 100 volunteers work alongside our 
staff each year. 

In the summer months, when animal 

• The animal is shivering
• There is a dead parent nearby
• The animal is crying and wandering all day 

long

If you are unsure what to do, or have confirmed 
that the animal needs help, call our Animal 
Care Line at 705-644-4122 before intervening. 
Please DO NOT feed the animal until you  
have spoken with us first. You can also visit 
www.aspenvalley.ca to learn more about 
rescuing orphaned and injured animals. 

Come meet our permanent residents
While Aspen Valley is not open to the public, 
reservations can be made in advance at www.
aspenvalley.ca to experience a guided tour. 
These tours are a unique opportunity to see 
the Sanctuary’s permanent residents, hear their 
stories, and learn how to live in harmony with 
wildlife. 

Aspen Valley has moose, coyotes, bears, and 
a wolf pack in residence, to name a few of the 
animals you may meet on any given day. Sadly, 
the majority of these animals came to Aspen 
Valley as a direct result of human interference. 
Many were born or raised in captivity and were 
later seized by authorities who then approached 
Aspen Valley to provide them with forever 
homes. Animals in rehabilitation are not a part 
of these tours. In addition, Aspen Valley does 
not buy, breed or sell wildlife.

This year, we will also be hosting special events 
at Aspen Valley. These events will focus on 
the family and make learning about wildlife 
and ecosystems fun for kids. In addition to 
meeting our permanent animals on a guided 
tour, you can check out our interactive games, 
crafts, and hands-on learning activities, join 
a presentation or storytelling in the School 
House, and/or visit our new Aspen Shop. These 
events are held on the Victoria Day Week-end, 
Canada Day Week-end, Civic Holiday Week-
end, and Labour Day Week-end. 

New this year, Aspen Valley will also be 
offering unique, private, wildlife experiences. 
Unlike our other tours, this privately-guided 
experience will take you on a behind-the-
scenes look at the Sanctuary – where no other 
visitors are permitted. 

To inquire or make a reservation visit www.
aspenvalley.ca

Say “YES” to an animal in need.
As a not-for-profit, we are solely dependent on 
the generosity of donors, such as yourself. 
Please consider becoming an online monthly 
donor or explore the various ways to give at 
www.aspenvalley.ca. We accept the donation 
of securities and bequests, and love it when 
friends of Aspen Valley initiate fundraisers of 
their own.   

Keep Wildlife Wild
By Alison Withey, Aspen Valley Wildlife Sanctuary

admissions are at their highest, 16 full-
time volunteers live at the Sanctuary for a 
minimum of four consecutive weeks. Many 
of these volunteers come from around the 
world and are responsible to fund their own 
transportation to Canada. There are also many 
opportunities to volunteer part time (one or 
two days-a-week). We are often on the lookout 
for individuals interested in becoming tour 
guides, landscaping and/or gardening, driving, 
or simply cleaning up. Every job is essential, 
no matter how small. For a complete list of 
volunteer opportunities visit www.aspenvalley.
ca.

Don’t be an accidental kidnapper this summer
Aspen Valley is also committed to educating 
the public about issues regarding wildlife and 
wildlife interactions with humans. We receive 
hundreds of calls from many kind people who 
are asking for advice about wild animals that 
appear to be in trouble. 

Often, we advise callers to first observe and 
ensure that the animals actually require 
assistance. With some watchful waiting, many 
callers witness mothers returning to their 
young after foraging for food and have avoided 
becoming accidental kidnappers. All too 
often perfectly healthy babies are mistakenly 
believed to be on their own, when in fact their 
mothers are still around. Babies of some species 
are left alone all day and rely on camouflage for 
protection, while others are supervised by their 
parents. Unless the animal is truly orphaned or 
injured, it should be left undisturbed. 

Here are some signs that a wild animal needs 
to be rescued:
• The animal is brought to you by a cat or dog
• There’s is evidence of bleeding
• The animal has an apparent, or obvious, 

broken limb
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Little Lake Joseph Association Financial Report
For the year end August 31, 2021

Income   
 Membership fees and Other Income $8,900 
  

Expenses
 Loon Call 2021 $1,200
 Liability & Directors’ Insurance 1,442
 Communications 796
 FOCA Membership 481
 Website  1,168
 Donations ... 
  Rosseau Nursing Station 500
  Safe Quiet Lakes 500

Total expenses  $6,087 

Excess of Income over expenses $2,813 

Cash August 31, 2020 $16,133

Excess of Income over Expenses 2,813

Expense Recovery 520 

Cash available August 31, 2021 $19,466



~ 13 ~

LITTLE LAKE JOSEPH ASSOCIATION ~ BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Get Involved In Your Association
The heart and soul of any organization is its members and new voices and points of view are vital to longevity.  
Any member of the Little Lake Joseph Association is welcome to put forth their name to join the Board of  
Directors. 

Presently, the Board meets twice a year - usually on the May long weekend and again in the fall.  Volunteers  
are also welcome to assist with activities or committees.  I hope you will consider volunteering your time and 
expertise to the LLJA.

Appeal to Non-Member Residents of LLJ
The LLJA is comprised of volunteers who freely give of their time and expertise for the benefit of all.  
We urge those residents who have not joined to do so per the form on page 14. It is a great value.

Paula Kirsh
pkirsh@sympatico.ca

Treasurer

Ian Davidson
ianmdav@gmail.com

Secretary 

Mark Johnstone
jmjohnstone67@yahoo.com

President

Suzanne Koenderman
skoenderman@yahoo.com

Loon Call

Alf Kwinter
alfkwinter@rogers.com

Membership

Dirk Soutendijk
drsoutendijk@aol.com

Water Testing
 

Wesley Begg 
wjbegg@bellnet.ca

Water Testing

Elizabeth Edmison
edmison7@rogers.com

Director at Large

Denis Jean-Marie
db.birchview@sympatico.ca

Honorary Member at Large
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Little Lake Joseph Association
Box 1268, Station “K”, Toronto, ON, Canada M4P 3E5 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 2022

COMPLETE AND MAIL TODAY

The Little Lake Joseph Association (LLJA) is pleased to have almost all of our shoreline residents as members.  Please encourage 
your friends and neighbours to become members so that we can continue to provide the best representation for all of us on 
important issues like water quality, boating safety and political representation. 

Please complete this membership form and send us your 2022 membership dues now.  You can send us a cheque in the 
enclosed pre-addressed envelope or you can now pay your dues using Interac e transfer. 

If you would like to take advantage of paying on line, please follow these instructions: 

1. Log onto your own online banking account.
2. Set up LLJA as a new “payee” using the following LLJA email address: accounting@llja.ca
3. Use the following security question and answer:

- What is the name of our LLJA annual publication?
- Answer:  “looncall”   - it is case sensitive so use all lower case letters and type it as one word

4. Please indicate your full name and which cottage membership this payment is for.  You can do this in the
“notes” field of the Interac form. 

 Alternatively, you can mail us a cheque for $100.00 payable to the “Little Lake Joseph Association”, with this completed form to the 
above address as soon as possible. 

Please check out our refreshed website at www.llja.ca regularly for news, useful information and special events including a section 
where you can submit ideas or questions to your board.  If you wish further information related to LLJA  membership please contact 
Paula Kirsh by email:   pkirsh@ sympatico.ca  

MEMBER ADDRESS INFORMATION New and Additional Information - Any changes? 

By completing this form, you will become an official member of the Association in accordance with the bylaws of this corporation.  Membership will 
be effective from April 1, 2022 or such later date as you join.  As a member, you hereby consent that your name and other information may be 
published from time-to-time in the Association’s directory. 

Annual Dues Enclosed $100.00          ________________________________ 
Member’s Signature

Place label with name and address here

Family Name(s):____________________________ 

Home Address: ________________________ 
City:             Prov.            Code:______________ 

Phone:  Cottage: ________________  

Phone Home: ___________________

E-Mail:____________________________________
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